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TO THE 


Right Honourable 
WILLIAM 


EARL ff BEDFORD, 


Knight of the Moſt Noble Order 
of the GAR TER, ec. 


My very good Lot» and PatR om 


| Mr Loxy, 


Emg defired by. ſome in my Pariſh to print 

the Sermon I preached on the laſt Faſt-day, 

I found it neceſſary to prefix to it the Ser- 

mon 1 preacht the Faſt before ; becauſe this depends 

on that : and have preſumed to prefix Your Lordſhips 

Name to both; becauſe it is by Your Favour and 

Patronage, that I preached either the one or the other 
m that Place. 

The matter of them 4s ſuitable to the occaſion : 
For in the Firſt I have chiefly preſſed the General Re- 
medy of all the evils under Which we labour ; im the 

4 2 Second 


The Epiſtle .Dedicatory. 
Second one Particular Remedy ; and in toth expoſed 


the wickedueſs of Popery...... But. I have ſhown withal, 
that all we ſay wa it, will not Keep it out : unleſs 
we will ſo duly prize our own Religion, as to live ac» 


cording to-it; Which being m the gi try, 1 e- 
ven by thoſe who continne 46 live ” I fee 


10 reaſmh nh 2y pany Body fhould what [ 
have af ; about one' particular Auer uty of Av Religion: 
unleſs Jes think that we have nothing to anſwer. for, 

2 the account of + bur contempt of Chriſts #1 mifters, 
and of that Order. which He hath appointed in His 

Chnrch ; which ſeems to me ſuch a dangerors ſm, that 
I could.not think T diſcharged a good Conſcience, if at 
ſuch a time and, ſuch an occaſion, I took no notice of it. 

Wherein T do bt plead our own Canſe; as ſome are 
wont to objeft to ſuch Diſcourſes, but the Cauſe of 

Chriſt and of His ny whith now lyes a bleed- 
ing, and-we- fear a dying, by the wounds we give. at 
our. ſelves, through. the ſubtile Contrivance of . onr 
miſh Adverſaries. Whoſe Plots have been many Ri 
korrid ; - but their firſt and greateſt ſtrength (as aps 
pears by the direfwons given to their Emiſſaries) lay 
in this, To bring the whole Miniſtry of the Church of 
England into contempt ; and to divide the People from 
their eſtabliſhed Paſtors, mto a great many little 'Bo- 
dies, under no Government but what they themſelves 

pleaſed. _ And.it.is apparent, that. by the ſame Popiſh 

ar tj this poyſoneus  conceit 1s mduſtriouſly aſe 


mto 


The! ESE Tddiardi. 
Hito the peoples "mind'; that "we. are: looking: towadyds 
Rome;'#f we db but tell him; that chey'onght nor to 
form opinions 4s they think good; but Luide themſelves 
4#/ ther - judeomant by our direftion; © 5 
'* But 1-hope' the: better ſort” are not" igmrant; "by 
this time, of their, devices *:* and thagthough theres be 
fome-in'the Artiniſtry who are'not' ſo *fit? asthey ſhall 
be, to direft and guide then” Flocks ; tyet they youll con- 
fuler, that the men who moſt complain-f it are' fuch,'as 
will be . guided by none at all ; nonot by thoſe whoſe 4- 
bility a7 honeſty cannot be ſue fred... And it is a very 
great Truth alſo, that their intemperate Speeches a: 
gainſt 'the Clergy, is the thing that hath frighted the 
weaker ſort of: them into. ſuch an apprehenſion of :dan- 
ver fronthoſe men ; as bath made them guilty of the 
follies which have done great injury to us all. 

This, My Lord, is:the grief of all good Men among 
149; whe confider the ſtate we are-m; and defire. the 
fafety, 'or bave any love for .ohe bononr ; of: ovr (Reliyt 
on. For we ſeem now to be-in ſugh a condition" as 
Gregory Nyſlen” deſcribes im his days:” when things 
were come. to: ſuch a- paſs, that the peoplentitter pms 
derſtobd themjelves, from thein own mward ſenſe, abbis 
was - fit for them, nor Would believe thoſe that righthe 
Miformed thim.... No, ſaith be *, We 


* Tom. 2.P. 


argi exceedirig! angrycartiour Teach 745. webs 
ers;>and, very: hardly bear their ad» «x9.wis 73 


monitions : their counſels'are a grie- 
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Second one Particular Remedy ; and in both » expoſed 
the wickedneſs of Popery..... But T have. thal, 
that all we ſay agamſt it, will not keep it out : "anle 
we will ſo duly prize our own Religion, as to live acs 
cording to-it; Which being m the fs reralalowed, e- 
ven by thoſe who continne 10 lie qui rary, T ſee 
20 reaſon;why any Body fhould at , 
have ſaid 1s 51.0 one” particular fu po ky RY. 
unleſs hey. think that we have nothing to jg " 
the account of-vur contempt of Chriſts imifters, 
and of that Order. which Fe hath appointed in His 
Chnrch ; "which ſeems to me ſuch a dangerons ſm, that 
T could not think T diſcharged a good: Conſcience, if at 
ſuch a time and, ſuch an occaſion, I took no noticeof it. 
Wherein 7 do bt plea our own Cauſe; at ſome are 
wont to objeft to ſuch Diſcourſes, but the Cauſe of 
Chriſt and of His Religion : whith now lyes a bleed- 
ing, and-we- fear a dying, by the'wounds we give 4t 
our. ſelves, through. the ſubtile Contrivance of. onr Ry- 
miſh Adverſaries. Whoſe Plots have been many and 
horrid ; - but their fw-ſt- and greateſt ſtrength (as aps 
pears by the direfons given to their Emiſſaries) lay 
in this, To bring the whole Miniſtry of the Church of 
England into contempt ; and to divide the People from 
their eſtabliſhed Paſtors, into a great many little 'Bo- 
dies, under no Government but what they: themſelves 
pleaſed. And it.is apparent, that. by the ſame Popiſh 
"_ this poyſonans conceit is induſtriouſly infuſed: 


to 
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Alto the peoples. 'mhid'; that "we. are: looking: towards 
Rome," v6 db but tell thim; that they ought not to 
form opini opinions 45" they/ think :good;' | but ride themjdves 
ther aprved: by our direffion; © 5 

But 1I-hope” the better ſort are -not- igmrant; "by 
this time, of their, devices-: -and tharthough therts be 
fome-in'the Ariniſtry who are'not' ſo fit: as they ſhall 
be, to direft and guide ther Hlocks ; tyet they will con- 
fuler, that the men who moſt compla mplai of i it are* ſuch; as 
will be guided by none at all ; nonot by thoſe whoſe 4- 
bility a7 honeſty camot be ſue fred...” And it is a very 
great "Truth alſo, "that their | intemperate Speeches a: 
gainſt 'the Clergy, is the thing that hath trighted the 
weaker ſort hem into: ſuch. an apprebenſion of :dan- 
ver from'thoſe men ; as bath made them guilty of the 
follies which have done great injury to us all. 

This, My Lord, is the grief of all good Men among 
Ws, ole confider the ſtate we rein; and define. the 
fafety, 'or bave any love for. the honour; of ir (Religth 
on. For we ſeem now to bem  ſugh acondition' as 
Gregory Nyſlen” deſcribes m his days: when things 
were come. to-ſuth a- paſs, that the people-neitier nns 
derſtond themſelves, from their own inward ſenſe, 1bhat 
was - fit for them, nor Would believe thoſe that __ 
formed them... No, ſaith be *, We 


,* Tom. 2. D. 


Wglexceeding'angryoatiour Teach 546 ls 
efe;>and, very! hardly bear their ad-' «x0wic ri 


monitions : their counfels'are a grie- 
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vance ; 


contradifts ; and: mutters between his teerh ; 
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-vance | and. their inflruftion in good things, 
- we. nauleate, as ſick men do the medicines 
-which-their Phyſicians exbibice to them. - If a 
' reproof be given, we take it heavily ; if we 


hear a rougher word, we fall into a rage; if 
we berhrult out of the Church, we blaſpheme. 
This ts nar the diſpoſition of Learners, nar the 
obedience of Diſciples : but the ambitious con- 


rention-of ſedirious and rebellious peaple. - For 


2 Scholar, who deſires to learn any common 
Art :ox Science,. ought to be like a little Child : 


- much more ought he to be like a ſucking Infant, 


wha would be inſtructed in Chriſtian piety ; 
becaulſe'our Lord hath honoured*that Age, as 
apt to receive imprefiions, with his commenda- 
tion. | 
Now no Child riſes up againſt the CharaQers 
and the Lineaments, that his Maſter makes for 
him in Wax ; nor deviſes new Elements, by a 
frantick Licence innovating about making Let- 
ters ;. but exerciſes his hand after his Maſters Co- 
py, and both-in ward and deed imitates what 
his Director delivers to him, Cc. But a Chri- 
ſian doth not thus ; though he hath heard, That 
except ye be converted and become like little Children, ye 
cannot. enter into the Kmgdom of Heaven: . but when 
the Prieſt ſeverely correfts his errour, openly 


and 
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and going round the Streets, and the places of 
publick concourſe, rails and. reviles ; and: (as 
it follows a little after) {ys judging even me the 
Biſhopin the Chair of the Scornet, - 

Now What can the end 
confuſion ? Which: neceſſarily follows, When the unity 
| that: ought to: be between the Paſtors and prople is quite 


diſſolved ; or the- people 


(/ome 


cb things be ,, but utter 


none account, 


upon another) loſe all their reſpeft for them, and love 


to them for their works ſake. 


There bath been much ſpeech, our Lordſhip knows, 
of a Prophecy (as it is called) of Biſhop Uſher, late 
Primate of Armagh 3 hich hath very niuch ſtart- 
led many, and made them fear dreadful things : Though 
the certainty of it bath not been ſo publickly atteſted, as 


that which T have been bold to ſet down in the 


faſt 


of theſe Sermons. Where Your Lordſhip will find 
ſomething that looks like a ſad PrediFion ; which an + 
excellent Divine-and holy. Man of this Church publiſhed - 


long ago, in a Book of his upon 


the Creed:--Which T- 


Weſh were diligently beeded and laid: to heart : becauſe - 
it: direfs to the way, whereby the threatning maybe 4- 
voided ; pointing tothe very ſmthat deſerves the Judg+ 
ment he denounces. 
are told-of it ; it will be one of | the worſt ſigns that 
can be, bis. Prognoſtication will prove true and be ful- 


filled. 


Which if -it be ſlighted,” when we 


But they who-are appomted to / and on the Watch- 


Tower, ' 


The: Bpifll] Dedjchcoty. 
Tower , and give-notice- of. danger, have; delivees 
thejr own ; Souls ;© when they thave faithfully declared 
the mind of thro m this, matter.. Which: was: the 
greateſt motive Þ bad both'to preach: ant]-to. print theſe 
Sermons ; which \: am ſure"Will be acceptable to.Your 
Lordſhip.: not only becauſe _ have'a- die reſpe& to. 
Gods Mzmiſters:y. bat becauſe :1 preſent - them as a 'to- 
ken.of my;gratitude;\and of - the bonour T have. for Your 
Lordſhip, being | | ; , ph 


My Loxy, 


Your moſt humble Seryanr, 


S. PATRICK, 
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y 


DL — 


—_— 


SERMON 


ON THE 


FASI-DAY-, 


APRIL xi. MDCLXXIX. 


REVEL. IL. '16. 


Repent, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, and 
__ 1 will fight againſt them with the ſword of my 


mouth. 


M HAT our Saviour had faid un- 
to the Jews before his death, 
(in the Second Leflon for this 


Morning Prayer) - xiii. Luke 3, 5. Except ye 
repent, ye ſhall all likewiſe periſh ; He faith here 
(in efle) after his 15a 2k to Heaven, unto 
the Gentile Chriſtians, Repent, 'or elſe I will come 
quickly, and will fight agamſt them with the ſword 
of any month. B This. 


2 A Sermon preached on the 


This is a Leſſon for all Nations, and for 
all Ages : in which the Church of England is 
as much concerned now, as the Church of 
Pergamns was then. "Though this Letter was 
' not particularly direfted unto us, no- more 
than to the reſt of the Chriſtian World ; 
yet the next words tel} us, that our Lord ex- 
pects every body ſhauld take notice of it; 
conſider it, and take warning by it, as much 
as if it had been addreſſed to themby name, 
Ver. 17. Fe that hath an eax to hear,” tt him hear 
what the Spirit faith unto the: Churches. We all 
herein read our own. doom ; and ought to 
underſtand the words as if our Lord had en- 
larged them. in fuch a general Admonition, as 
he gives in another cale about watching, xiii. 
Mark ult. And mbat 1 ſay unto the Church of 
Pergamus, T ſay unto all, Repent. 

Repent, - or elſe T will come quickly , and will. 
fight againſt them. with the ſword of my math- 


In- which words you may. eaſily diſcern, 
An Exhertation to' a moſt neceffary Duty, 
which is, Ta repent : anda Commination in caſe 
the Exhortatioa.be not obeyed ; which is, 
A denunciation of war -againft ſuch ob- 
tinate: Offenders, who proyoke” him to 
Ts | ſharpen 


Faſt-day, April xi. 1659. 1 
ſharpen againſt chem, the ſword of his mouth. 


1. The Exhorcation is fo frequently preſſed, 
and as frequently explained, that I cannor 
think it fit co ſpend the time in telling you 
what it is to repent. © For you all know well 
enough, that it is fuch a ovdly ſorrow for That 
we have done amis, ds makes 15 not only af fif# 
our ſelves for our ſms , but utterly renounce and 
forſake them. 

if you know your Bapriſmal Yor (as who 
is there that can be unacquainted with it, 
unleſs he affett a ſtupid 'and brutiſh igno- 
rance) it is eafie to underftand* that nothing 
lels than 'this-can pals with God for Re- 


If we had never broken that Vow, there 
would have been no need of Repentance ; 
which is the repairing of that breach, and 
the making it up again. nd how ſhall we 
make all whole ; but only by obſerving that 
Vow better, which we have violated and 
broken 2 No man-of ſenſe cat think, there 
1s any other way of being reconciled to God 
aker we have offended him ; but only by 
becoming more dutiful ro him : Performing, 
thar is, thoſe engagements which we —_— 

| B 2 ac 


4 A Sermon preached onthe 
had to. him, and from which we can never 
be ablolved ; becauſe, beſide our natural 
obligation', we have tyed. and bound our 
ſelves by @ ſolemn and moſt ſacred Vow, 
to be his fairhful. Servants. When we do not 
keep this Vow we fin, and bring a heavy 
guilt upon our ſelves. From which fin'and 
guilt, if we would be freed, we muſt Re- 
pent : that is, keep our Vow better; :forſa- 
king the Devil, and all his works ; heartily 
believing God's haly Word; and obedient- 
ly keeping his Commandments:. It we be 
truly ſorrowful, and. afflifted: that we have 
not done thus ;- in which Repentance be- 
gins :. we, muſt. reſolve and: ſeriouſly endea- 
vour to make this our buſineſs hereafter ; 
in which Repentance ends and is com- 
pleated. | 

I ſhall ſay no-moxre in ſo plain a buſineſs; 
which hath been urged upon you a thouſand 
times-: not by one alone, but by all God's . 
Miniſters that eyer you heard preach about 
it. And what Theme is there more com- 
mon, that 'comes ofcner. into the Pulpirs ? I 
wiſh the perpetual ſound of it without due 
regard, have not made it become lo ineffe- 


tual, that now men turn a deaf, ear to ſuch 
Diſcourles, 
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Diſcourſes, as beaten and thredbare Subje&s; 
to which they need not give any attendance. 
But if any man have an ear ſtill open ; ler 
him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the Churches, 
here in this Book. Let him hear, at leaſt, 
what a deſperate courſe he runs, if he conti- 
nue to negle& a Duty which is fo well 
known, that he thinks he need not. hear of 
it any more. For our Saviour threatens ſuch 
as would not repent, that he would come un- 
to them quickly, and fight againſt them with the 
ſword of his mouth. 


The firſt Motive you know to a change, 
is commonly an apprehenſton of the danger 
of that courſe, wherein a man is at preſent 
engaged. This is apt to put a ſtop unto 
him' in his way, and- bring him to a ſtand. 
The very fuſt fight of it, when it (mites his 
Soul, is wont to repreſs the violence and 
heat wherewith he purſues his ſinful deſires. 
A new ſcene of thoughts begin to appear in 
his. mind : and he is led to conſider with 
himſelf, Whither am I. going ? What miſchief is 
this which threatens me * Whither will this courſe 
carry me ? and What will be the end of theſe things * 
And if the danger be very great and prel- 


ng ; 
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ſing ; and his apprehenſion of it alſo be 
great 'and proportionable to the . danger ; 
this ſtrikes the greater fear and dread: into 
his Soul. : And tear of what will infue, dif 
poſes him''to a change and aſteration of his 
courſe of. life ; that he may eſcape thoſe 
miſeries which he” ſees he is drawing upon 
himſelf. Eſpecially if he be perſwaded (as 
you have often heard) that no terrours or 
affrightments, no entreaties or prayers, no 
crys or tears, no ſadneſs or affliftion of Spi- 
rit, no outward humiliation or abaſements, 
no purpoſes, no promiſes will prevail for his 
deliverance from that danger ; without an ef- 
fe&ual reformation and forſaking thoſe wick- 
ed ways, that neceſlarily lead to death and 
deſtruRion. 

And it is no hard matter, one would think, 
for men to convince themſelves of this Truth. 
For ſuppoſe you were in a journey, and you 
ſhould be told of, nay ſhould fee, a great 
Pit or Precipice , to which, and no whither 
elle, that Road did dire&ly lead ; would 
ou think of any other 'means ro 'avoid it, 

ut only by turning into another path ? 
Though. you ſhould quiver and tremble like 
a Leaf when it is ſhaken with the Wind; 
| though 
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though you ſhould conceive the greateſt 
horrour , and offer never ſo many Prayers 
and Vows; nay though you turned your fa- 
ces about, and looked the contrary way ; 
yet if ftill you. ſhould proceed and go for- 
ward inthat Road, you would moſt certain- 
ly hurle your ſelves (though you turn'd your 
backs of it, and were loth to ſee it) into in- 
evitable ruine. This is exa&tly the caſe of 
every Sinner ; who, beltdes that his way is 
uneafie and rugged, putting him to a great 
deal of pain, and cofting him many a fall, 
hath the Pit of Hell, a bottomleſs Pit of de- 
ftruction, which burns with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, ſer evidently before his eyes : Nay, is 
manifeſtly deſtroying his Body, his Eftate, 
his Reputation ; and which is more, is 
link'd in a wicked ſociety with thoſe, that by 
their riot and luxnry, prophanenels and irre- 
gion, neglect of all things bur their ſortiſh 
pleaſures, are bringing the Countrey where- 
in they live to utter rmne ; putting, as I may 
fay, an ancient Kingdom and famons Church 
into moſt famentable confufton ; in the midſt 
of which they are all like to periſh. Ir is 
a fooliſh thing for any of them to imagine 


they. can. ayoid it, becaule perhaps they 
ſometimes 


8 A Sermon preached on the 
ſometimes dread it, and ſhiver at the thoughts 
of it ; becauſe they cry to Heaven when 
they ſee the danger, to deliver them from ic ; 
or at every ſtep, ſuppoſe, fall down on their 
faces, and humble themſelves, beſeeching 
God to reſcue them from this ruine : nay, 
put on Sackcloth (though alas! who is there 
now chat is ſo religious? ) and roll themſelyes 
in duſt and aſhes. If when they get up 
again, they ſtill go on, and will not forſake 
their evil way , Heaven it ſelf cannot'pre- 
ſerve them from deſtruction, having appoint- 
ed that fearful end for ſuch obſtinate, refra- 
ory Sinners ; who will not be ſaved, unleſs 
he make the Fire not to burn, and the. Sea 
not to drown : that is, alter the very nature 
of things, for the ſake of thoſe that deſerve 
ſo ill of him. - 

Hoping therefore that, every one of you 
being convinced of this, the repreſentation 
of the danger of impenitency will, at leaſt, 
move you to deſign and begin a change . of 
your lives, I ſhall crear of that at this time; 
which is the ſecond part of my Text : where- 
in our Bleſſed Lord threatens, that unleſs the 
. Church of Pergamus repented, he would come 
quickly to her, and fight againſt them with the ſword 
of his mouth: Which 
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Which words contain in them theſe IV. 
Conſiderations, to ftir us upto repentance. 


I. Firſt, That if men do not amend their lives, 
eſpecially after many warnings , clear convi- 
Ftons, and a change wrought, i their minds 
and judgments, it. turns the. greateſt kindneſs 
of God into anger and diſpleaſure. 

IT. That it wearies the very patience and long- 
ſuffering of God : to which, we are more 
indebted than we imagine ;. and ſhould 
it forſake us, our condition is left yery 
wotul., 

Il. To ſuch perſons the moſt gracious God be- 
comes an enemy. 

IV. And accordingly they muſt expe no- 
thing but the execution of all his threatnings 
againſt them... ys 


Howall theſe ariſe -out of the words, will 
appear in the handling of them. 


[. 


Firſt, -1 ſay, That'nor to amend afrer God 
hath often called and perſwaded us to it, nay 
convinced us of the neceſſity of ir, turns his 
greateſt kindnels into anger and dilpleaſure: 
If -there be no change wrought in your lives; 
you 
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you ſhallfind a fad change in his proceedings, 
and the methods..of his Providence towards 
you. This I gather from that Phraſe, Twill 
come unto thee. | | , 

Come unto thee ? What better News can 
there be than''this {would one think) if he 
read no further # What more'welcome'Gueſt 
can we have than God hirſelf? who is'wonrt 
in theſeterms to. expreſs his tender love and 
kindneſs rowards Sinners... This. is the thing 
that we pray for and+entreat;. "Thar the Lord 
would'be pleaſed to:be'fo gractous-as ro- come 
to our ſouls. And it is very true; this is the 
firſt fignification. of. the- Phraſe , which de- 
clares his Grace: and: fayonr, whereby ' he is 
moved ito: begin a kind "Treaty with us : ſu- 
ing 'unto-us and beſeeching us that he may 
have our affeftions ; and that 'we will not 
difpole. of. them to-any.one elle butihim, thar 
loves us with ſo much tendernels, 

But then behold! what obſtinate impeni- 
tency doth. Ir puts a ſtop to theſe proceed- 
ings, and turns the courſe of Divine Provi- 
dence another way. Ir changes all this loye 
and good will, into anger, diſpleaſure and: 
jealouſie. | His-comng. now lignifies quite a- 
nother thing ; His appearing is dreadful ; 
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His: preſence is. frightful, and. aſtoniſhing : 
for-He comes on another buſtnels; not ro 
bleſs, but to curle'; nor to-beftow favours, 
bur to puniſh and execute vengeance. 

There is: double coming of God-our Savi- 
our : - One with Offers and Tenders of Mer- 
cy; the other with a Rod in his hand'to cha- 
{tiſe 'our contempe and abuſe of the mercy 
offered. They that wilt nor receive him in 
the former way, ſhalt be forced tor receive 
hirn in- che Jaceer. Though they may re- 
fule and reject his Grace; they fhall nor be 
able-to defend themfelves from the effetts of 
his heavy difpleature. | 

Phe very name of- our Bleſſed Saviour, if 
you'obſerve it, was Epyguer®u, He thit cometh, 
xi. Matt. 3. And what did he come for ? He 
himſelf - cefls: you what his firſt bufinefs. was, 
x Johw't.o. 1am 'come that they might have life;- 
and that they might have it more abundantly. But 
when (as he:complains)} men- world' not come 
nnto bim, that they might have life, v.. John 40... 
when' came\nnto bis own; and Bis own received 
him net, i. Job 14. - Then y or hear of another 
ſadder coming of his, i. Revel. .' Behold, - be 
cometh with Clouds, and everyeye fhdll fee him, (e- 
ven they char ſhut cheir eyes before, and in- 
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theirblind rage pierced him, and wounded him 
to death as a MalefaQtor) and all the kindreds of 
the earth ſhall. mail becauſe of him + © - | 
His commg at-the firlt is to invite us to come 
unto him, xi. Matth. 28. where- you may 
read - how. he expects that all thoſe Souls 
which. gtoan/ under their ſins, and complain 
of the heavy, load of ithem, all thoſe who 
ſigh that they have committed them , ſhould 
be weary of themand throw off the burthen ; 
rake another courſe, |}and-comie -to; ſubmit 
themſelves to, the yoke of - his holy Laws. 
Burt if they will not be perfwaded to-this, 
all their entreaties will neyer per{[wade .him 
to ſave them;/|., His heart will-be-tyrned a- 
oainſt them 31 and He would have us-mark 
how much he is diſpleaſed at/them, what. a 
change and wonderful alteration, there is in 
his deſign upon them: + For: Behold-the, Lord 
cometh with ten. thouſands of bis'boly nes, to execute 
Judgment upon all, and to convince all-that are un- 
godly among them, of all their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly .committed,, and of- all. thtir- bard- 
ſpeeches , which ungodly Sinners have ſpoken againſt 
kim, Jude 14, 15- Re 7 
And thus 'the word viſit. in Scripture is dit- 
terently uſed": .Sometimes for Gods bringing 
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his bleſſings to thoſe, to whonn he is (aid to 

come; and ſometimes for his laying his ſtripes 

on the back of thoſe Fools, that wereinſenſi- 

ble of his love. I need not name the places, 

ſome of which I alledged the laſt Day'of Fa- 

ſting and Prayer :' AndI make mention of all 

this only to this purpoſe, Thar you may ſee 

what the effe&t of impenitency is. If you 

will not change , God will. Not himſelf 
indeed, for He was always thus reſolyed, bur 

his dealings. with you : which you ſhall not 
find ſo favourable to you as they have been. 
He will not always wait to be fo gracious 
as he is at preſent ; for He is not inſenſible 
of- all the aftronts, that impudent Sinners put 
upon Him. He will take another courſe, 
ſince they will not ; and meet them, as you 
ſhall- hear preſently, after another mannes 
than; be. was ,wont-\ta, do : -making them 
know ,what it- is to abule the ' goodneſs of 
their gracious God. 

-' You would haye him indeed, to change 
his Laws for'your fakes; nay to change Him- 
ſelf, and go back- with his Word : to love 
thoſe ſins which hecannot but hate, and par- 
don. that, , which he hath told you he will pu- 
niſh : -a change which is impoſlible to P 
made. 
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their blind rage pierced him, and wounded him 
to death as a Malefacor) .and allthe kindreds of 
the earth ſhall wail: becauſe of him: © 
His commg at-the firlt is to invite us to come 
unto him, xi. Matth. 28. where- you may 
read - how. he expects that all thoſe Souls 
which gtoan/ under their ſins, and complain 
of the heavy, load of [them, all- thoſe who 
{1gh that they have committed them , ſhould 
be weary of themand throw off the burthen ; 
rake. another courſe,” ;and-come to; ſubmit 
themſelves to the yoke of - his holy Laws. 
Burt if they will not be perſwaded to: this, 
all their entreaties will neyer perſwade .him 
to fave. them;/|., His heart will-be:tyurned a- 
gainſt them z'and He would have us mark 
how much he is diſpleaſed at/them, what. a 
change and wonderful alteration, there. is in 
his deſign upon them: + For: Behold.the, Lord 
cometh with ten. thouſands of his'boly anes, to execute 
Judgment upon all, and to convince all-that are un- 
godly among them, of all. their ungodly deeds which 
they have ungodly committed, and of-. all thtir: bard- 
ſpeeches , which @ngodly Sinners have ſpoken againſt 
kim, Jude 14, 15- | 
And thus the word viſit. in Scripture is dit- 
terently uſed": Sometimes for Gods bringing 
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his bleſlings to thoſe, to whom he is ſaid to 
come; and fomerimes for his laying his ſtripes 
on the back of thoſe Fools, that were inſenſi- 
ble of his love. I need not name the places, 
ſome of which I alledged the laſt Day of Fa- 
ſting and Prayer :' AndI make mention of all 
this only to this purpoſe, That you may ſee 
what the effect of impenitency is. If you 
will not change , God will. Not himſelf 
indeed, for He was always thus reſolyed, bur 
his dealings with you : which you ſhall not 
find ſo favourable to you as they have been. 
He will not always wait to be fo gracious 
as he is at preſent ; for He is not inſenſible 
of-all the affronts, that impudent Sinners put 
upon Him. He will take another courſe, 
ſince they will not ; and meet them, as you 
ſhall. hear preſently, after another mannes 
than; be- was ,wont-ta, do : making them 
know what it is to abuſe the ' goodneſs of 
their gracious God.  , 

-: You would haye him indeed, to change 
his Laws for'your fakes; nay to change Him- 
ſelf, and go back- with his Word : to love 
thoſe fins which hecannot but hate, and par- 
don that,. which he hath told you he will pu- 
niſh : -a change which is impoſſible to be 
made. 
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made. Bur another change, man that 
goes on ſtill in-his treſpaſiſes, ſhall fd to: his 
coſt: achange which ke would/by no means 
ſuffer, burwhich God hath purpoledand de- 
creed and will notrepent ; which-is, that He 
wilt not always ſtrive with men in-{o- much” 
love, but make Himfelf known to-them in a- 
nother way , in tokens of his anger” and 
wrath. 
And that now would lead meto the Se- 
cond thing : only before we' leave this, ler us 
a tele ſeriouſly conſider ir. Haye you ſo 
much reaſon to love your fins, that rather 
than change your lives, you care not though 
God turn his loving kindneſs into- diſpleaſure? 
Aﬀeer your fins have turned the World np- 
ſide down, and made ir ſuch a confuſed and 
nricomfortable place as we now 'find it, do 
yournot. care n_ they reach up unto Hea- 
ven, and make ſtilf a greater akeration there, 
to our utter deſtruction ? ts it of no-concern- 
ment, - in what manner God comes to viſic 
you ? Is it all one whether he clothe himſelf 
with wrath and put on vengeance, or came 
as a Friend, and make affefionare addreſſes 
to your Souls ? Would you have Him: that n- 
led ro knock at the door of your hearts, de- 
firing 
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firing to come in, andentertain you with fe- 
ſtival goys ; break in upon you with a dread- 
ful viotence, and fill you with-the terrours of 
the Lord, with an amazed Conſcience, with 
benumming tears, with ghaſtly apprehenſi- 
ons of the wrath to come, with the begin- 
nings of Hell fire ; and that notto turn/butto 
torment you ? | 

Or can you be content that He ſhould 
come againft this-ſinful Nation, to break down 
what Fe hath built up, and to pluck wp that which 
be hath plauted, as Jeremiah ſpeaks of his Coun- 
try, xlv. 4.? Or would it be as welcome a 
fpund as any other to hear ſuch a Cry as that 
in the Prophet Joel, ii. 1. The day of the Lord 
cometh, it 4s nigh at hand, a day of darkneſs and 
gloomineſs , a day of clouds and of thick darkneſs * 
wherein he will.come to laſh us with the ſe- 
vereft ſcourge'of all other , for the abuſe of 
the light of his glorious Goſpel, for-the de- 
fpifal of his Meſlengers, and our 1lighring 
all his benefits, and commuing. incorrigible 
under his Judgments.. 

O do not preſume that you ſhall neyer ſee 
ſach a diſmal time, becaule he hath-nort yer 
made you ſo miferable. Do not put away 
far-from you this evil day:; nor _— 

all. 
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ſhall always hear nothing but his kind invi- 
tations and his loving entreaties, his good mo- 
tions and his gracious promiſes : it you will 
. Not be per{waded by them to turn unto Him; 
He will turn away from you and ſer himſelf 
againſt you ; He will -not always ſtrive in 
vain with you, but reſolye art laſt (though 
much againſt his firſt deſign) ro abandon ſuch 
ſtifnecked Sinners, and pronounce ſuch a 
Sentence on them as that in-the Prophet, i. F- 
ſat. 24+ Ab, I will eaſe me of mine Adverſaries, and 
avenge me of mine Enemies, And that js the 
next Conſideration. 


"#9 


A continued cotirſe of fin, doth .in conclu- 
ſion weary the patience and tire the long-ſut- 
fering of onr moſt 'merciful and indulgent 
Lord and Maſter. For He ſays here in my 
Text, I will come unto thee QUICK LY. There 
is a time when he will bear no longer, bur 
bring the Controverſie to a ſpeedy iſſue; in 
the ruine and deſtruction of choſe that op- 
poſe him. 

Now though there are many ſigns menti- 
oned in Scripture of an approaching, ruine, 
yet I ſhall name but two. The firſt is, When 


Men 
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Men have been not only often rebuked-for their 
ſins,but convinced of their guilt and danger,and 
have had their hearts ſer againſt them, and yer 
will not amend. For which we have the knowa 
Maxim of the Wiſe Man, xxix. Prov. 1. He that 
being often reproved, hardeneth his neck, ſhall ſudden- 
ly be deſtroyed, and that without remedy. This is a 
mortal mark upon that perſon : A token of a 
plague of the heart ſo incurable, that nothing 
is to be expected bur a ſudden-death. Which 
will ſeize on-ſuch men, if nor preſencly; yet on 
a ſudden, -as to them, in a' moment; 'when 
they look not for it; but think themſelves in 
peace and- ſafety. Thus it was in the days of 
Noah ; and thas-it- was at our Saviours coming 
to deſtroy his /Crucifiers ; and thus we fee it 
oftimes with our eyes, or hear of it with our 
ears, that the-confident and the merry Sinner 
is irv-an/inſtant cur off, and goes down into the 
Pit. =—_ I Yak 

- But fecondy , The condition of impenitent 
perſons is never more dangerous, than when 
they .remain unreformed, - after many puniſh- 
ments have been inflicted on them, by divers 
Rrokes of the'Rod of God. Which ſeems to 
be ſuppoſed in thoſe words of our Saviour, in 
hisLetter to the laſt of theſe Churches, iii. Rev. 
19. 'As many as I love, T rebuke and chaſten : be 
" "oF D zealous 
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axalous  therefore_ and repent. -» As i, he bad aid, 
When I would do good to;ariens fouls, as long 
as I have any hope. of. them, 4 [correct and. at- 
flift them; that I may reduce then to obedi- 
ence. It concerns you therefore. highly co ſtir 
up your (elves to repent in good earnelt of thoſe 
fins; for which you have imarted much - alrea- 
dy : for there are no means-to be; uſed: after 
thele, but you muſt periſh, if they do-nor pre- 
vail upon your hearts, And this realon the Pro- 
phet {aiah gives of the utter deſolation; which 
was coming;upon- 1/reel,ix. Fai. 13, 14-For the peo- 
ple turneth not unto him that ſmiteth them, neither 
do they ſeek. the Lord of - boſts.. Therefore the Lord 
will cut. off frm, tſrgtl:: bead and-tail.,,' branch aud 
ruſh jn one day., To which many places might 
be added out of the Prophet Jeremiah ;- but one 
ſhall fafce, vii. Jer, 27, 2.8-. Therefore thou ſhalt 
ſpeak theſe words wito them, but -they will nat bearken 
to thee : thou ſhalt alſo call upon them, but they will 
not anſwer thee. But thow ſhalt fay whto them, This 
is a Nation that obeyeth not the veice of the Lord their 
God, nor receiveth-correttion-: truth is periſhed, and 
is cut off from their mayth: That is tolay, It is 
to no puirpole to ſpeak to them any more. Thou 
mayelt preach. and: beſtow. thy labour upon 
them ;; bus there-will: be no- fruit of it.. - And 
therefore all' that” I haye further to. ——— 

ee, 


thee , is to pronounce-this Judgment upon 
them; that they area nevus ary. emp re 
moyed to4heir duty, . either by my-word, or by 
my correction ; andeherefore I give them over, 
as having no: hape they will ever be reclaimed. 
Cut off thy hair, O Jeruſalem (in token of mourn- 
ing, that is,) and caft.it away, and take up a lamen- 
tation on high places ; for the Lord bath rejefted and 
forſaken the generation of bis wrath. So it follows 
there, ver- 29... tothe terraur of fucure Genera- 
tions, who: ſhould read this doleful Sentence 
upon thoſe- who had once been very dear to 
God; but were naw, by reaſon of cheir obſti- 
nate.wickednels, become good for nothing but 
to, be made examples to all poſterity,of his loreſt 
diſpleaſure. | 

And now, my Brethren, what do you think, 
when you-bring theſe things nearer home? Are 
neither of theſeſigns and tokens of ſpeedy ven- 
geance, to be found upon. the Sinners of this 
Nation ? Or rather do we not ſee both theſe 
marks-of our Lords coming quickly to reckon 
with us, for our abuſe of his long patience and 
forbearance of us? Haveyou not been often re- 
proved, and felt the light of God pierce into 
your-very hearts.?: Hath He not made you ſee 
the.evil of your ways; and ſo'powerfully bow- 
edand-enclined your wills towards Him; as to 
D 2 make 
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zpalous therefore and repent«- As if, he had aid, 
When I would -do goed toiariens fouls, as lonj 
as 1 have any hope. of. them, -4 (correct and: at- 
flift them; that I-may reduce then ro obedi- 
ence. It concerns you therefore: highly co ſtir 
up your ſelves to repent in.good earnelt of choſe 
fins; -for which you have {marred much - alrea- 
dy :. ;for there are no meansto be; uled. after 
theſe, but you muſt periſh, if they do-not pre- 
vail upon your hearts, And this zealon the Pro- 
phet {aiah gives: of the utter delolation: which 
was coming-upon /neel,ix. Jai- 1 3, 14-For the peo- 
ple turneth not unto him that ſmiteth them, neither 
do they ſeek the Lord of - boſts.. Therefore the Lord 
will  cut-, off from, Trae: bead and- tail,” branch aud 
ruſh jn one day.; 'To which maany places mighe 
be added out of the Prophet Jeremuah 3- but one 
ſhall ſnffice, vii. Jer, 27, 2.8-. Therefore thau ſhalt 
[peak theſe words wnto them, but -they will nat bearken 
to thee : thou ſhalt alſo call upon them, but they will 
not anſwer thee.. 'But thow ſhalt fay unto them, T his 
is a Nation that obeyeth not the voice of the Lord their 
God, nor receiveth-correftion; truth is periſhed, and 
is cut off from their: mayh: That is to-lay, It is 
to no puirpole to ſpeak to them any more. Thou 
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them ;; bus there-will be no- fruit of it.. - And 
therefore all' that” I have further to. —_—— 

ee, 
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thee , .is to pronounce-this Judgment upon 
them; that they area nets rs" ma be 
moyed to«heir duty, . either by my word, or by 
my correction ; andtherefore 1 give them over, 
as having no: hape they will ever be reclaimed. 
Cut off thy hair, 0 Jeruſalem (in token of mourn- 
ing, that is,) and cafkit away, and take up a lamen- 
tation on high places ; for the Lord lath rejefted and 
forſaken the generation of his wrath. So it follows 
there, ver- 29. tothe terrqur of furure Genera- 
tions, wha: thould read this doleful Sentence 
upon thoſe who had once been very. dear to 
God; but were naw, by reaſon of cheir obſti- 
nate.wickednels, become good for nothing bur 
to, be made examples to all poſtericy,of his foreſt 
diſpleaſure. | 

And now, my Brethren, what do you think, 
when you-bring theſe things nearer home? Are 
neither of theſeſigns and tokens of ſpeedy ven- 
geance, to be found upon. the Sinners of this 
Nation ? Or rather do we not ſee both theſe 
marks-of our Lords coming quickly to reckon 
with us,” for our abuſe of his long patience and 
forbearance of us? Haveyou not been often re- 
proved, and felt the light of God pierce into 
your-very hearts.?: Hath He not made you ſee 
the-emil of your ways; and ſo: powerfully bow- 
edand-enclined your wills towards Him; as to 
D 2 make 


20 ArSermant \predbbetÞori\ths 


make yourreſolve robecomiebetter men'? Harh 
he not dlfo humbled qhis! Nation by kis:mighty 
handjarid ſent more Plagues than onetoealliiro 
repentance ?- Firſt, He made us ſigh and groan 
under the miſeries of 'a' war 3; and then-under 
thoſe of a: fore Peſtilencez" whith. quickly, and 
as-in \2 moment, {mote down thoulands of us, 
and laid them in their Grayes. After which a 
dreadful Fire quickly followed, which was at- 
tended with that moſt -diſgracetul atrempr, 
which our Enemies made: upon our Ships, the 
Bulwarks of this Land : and with many 
calamities fince of another fort, which have al- 
molt diflolved the Bonds: of Society ; - and de- 
Rroyed thar mutual confidence which ought to 
be between our Prince and his people; and en- 
dangered our Religion and ' Liberties ; and 


brought us into fach a conditton, that we ſcarce 


know which way to extricate our felves out of 
thoſe perplexities,in which our fins have intang- 
led us, -; 691, ohh 7 

. What ſhould every one of us then do, who 
Rill ſurvive the-War, the Plague, and- all. rhe 
reſt - of Gods| Judgments, -bur ſpeed our repen- 
tance and amendment of life ? You may think, 
perhaps, that the. datger is now over, after ſo 
many puniſhments : bur in rruth there is greater 
dangerthanever, if you ſtill go-on to rouge 
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the Lord to jealouſie. For what ſhould He do 
with a\people, but caſt them off, who will not 
be turned, no not by. ſuch a mighty hand and 
outſtretched arm, from their wicked courſes ? 
What our Saviour faith concerning thole whom 
Pilate ſlew together with their Sacrifices, and 
on whom the "Tower in Siloam fell, | Suppoſe ye, 
that thoſe Galileans were Sinners above all the Ga- 
lileans, becauſe they ſuffered ſuch things ; or thoſe 
eighteen the gre-teſt Sinners in Jeruſalem, becauſe the 
Tower. fell on them, and killed them, 8&c. xiii. Luke 
x, 2, 3-| the ſame may I ſay to you with a 
{mall alteration : Think you that thoſe men 
who were (lain in the late wars, were Sinners 
above all the people of England, becaule they 
were cut of, and left you I ? I tell you nay, 
but except ye repent, ye ſhall alſo periſh. Or thole 
eighty or ninety "thouſand :that fell by the 
Plague, think. you that they. were Sinners a- 
bove all men that dwelt in London and Weſt- 
minſter * T tell you nay 3 but except ye repent, ye ſhall 
alſo m- The: time will come, when you 
ſhall alfo be.called/ ro an account for your im- 
penitency ; 'if you -ſtill go on in it : and who 
knows how near that time may be? In all like- 
lihood, it will come the more ſpeedily, it we 
rake no warning neither by Gods Woerd, nox 
by his Rod.. Therefore beſeech you quickly, 


orc” 
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before it be too late, to hearken to that voice, 
which ſaith, Return, retun, 0 ye backſlidmg Chil- 
dren. If ever you mean to return, return now 
unto me, ſaith the Lord : and if you will put 
away your abominations out of my fight, 
then ſhall you be ſettled in peace and pro- 
ſperity. 

Conſider that Parable which St. Luke there 
adds, and read adeſcription of your own condi- 
tion, verſ. 6,7, 8. Youare a people planted 
as in a Garden of God; whole Galpel is not 
only come to you, but hath ſtayed long with 
you. He hath taken great care of you; and 
hath drefſed and pruned you, that you might 
bring forth the fruit, which the knowledge of 
Chriſt ought to produce. Many ſhowers of 
his Grace have fallen upon you; and you- bave 
long felr the warm beams of the Sun. of righ- 
reoulneſs, to make you fruitful. And therefore, 
think alſo with your ſelves, that He hath 
come many years ſeekmg fruit ; and expecting 
to ſee ſome good grow our of-all this care and 
coſt of his love. Bur alas | ' wbat. bath He found 
when He cameto viſit you ? 'May Henot com- 
plain, as He doth there, 1 have come theſe three 
years (or rather, © one three: year after another, many 
times told over) ſeeking fruit, and fnd-none ? 1s' it 
not'a wonder then that He hath nor pra 
ce 
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cedthe Sentence upon us, which there follows ; 
Cut. them down, why cumber they the ground ? Is it 
not the greater wonder, ſeeing lo many others 
have had this heavy doom palled upon them 
O admire at the patient and long-luffering kind- 
neſs of God, which hath interpoſed on your be- 
half, and moved Him to. let you alone both that 
year, and this year allo. Firlt, In that year, 
I mean thar fatal yearof cutting down, and ca- 
ſting .out of the Vineyard : when ſo many 
thouſands periſhed in the late dreadful morrali- 
ty. And now 1 may adde in this year allo, this 
remarkable year ; when the Axe was in a man- 
ner, laid to the root of the Tree : Our Ene- 
mies, I mean, hadlaid a deep Delign, ſtrongly 
grounded, and cloſely carried on, to cut us off 
and deſtroy both root and branch.; and, for 
any thing we know, in one day. For that there - 
now i ,' and hath been for divers years laſt paſt, 
a horrid and treaſonable Plot and ConFpiracy, contri-- 
ved and carried on by thoſe of the Popiſh Religion, for 
the murthering of his Majeſties Sacred Perſon, . and 
for ſubverting the Proteſtant Religion, and the. ancient. 
and eſtabliſhed Government of this Kingdom; is be- 
come now, ineffect, the ſenſe of the whole Narti- 
on : the Lords and Commons in Parliament al- 
ſembled having declared, in a Reſolve of theirs, 
nemine contradicente (upon Mazxch- 2 5. laſt paſt) 
0: 
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that they are fully ſatisfied, by the proofs th 
have kind, of ta truth of i : £4 

And conſidering their induſtrious endeavours 
ro conceal it , even :now that it is diſcovered, 
(whereas in reaſon, they ſhould be the moſt 
zealous of all other men, were they innocent, 
tro have it thoroughly. examined) their ſtrong 
/Confederacies and: ſtedfaſlt-Combinations, their 
many Oaths of ſecrecy, and obſtinate reſoluti- 
on to ſtick to the Deſign and to each other; it 
is 4 wonder that it hath not been effected, and 
that ſudden deſtruction hath not.came upon us, 
as pain upon a Woman in travail. 

Bur let us-not content our {elves merely with 
admiration of - his amazing Providence over us, 
which hath prolonged a while (we know not. 
for how long or ſhor: a time) the ſeaſon _of 
Grace unto us ; let us not preſume to abuſe this 
patience (for ſo we are to eſteem it, not a per- 
fe& deliverance) nor be ſo fooliſh as co imagine. 
that it will laſt always: but think with our 
ſelves rather, that t] e Lord of the Vineyard may, 
it is poſſible, have reſolved, after this year, or 
in ſome ſhort ſpace, after this new Husbandry 
of his, and ſuch extraordinary pains and care 
to ſave us, that we ſhall be cut down indeed, 
if we will not bring forth fruit worthy of the 
Goſpel. And therefore, looking upon No 
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the day, . wherein you may know and improve 
the things belonging to your peace, be zealous, 
as our Lord exhorts, and repent. : be quick and 
ſpeedy,” ative and diligent in this weighty bu- 
{ineſs, now in-this your day, leſt you never 
have iſuch an opportunity .again,. bur miſera- 
bly: periſtvin your:ſ1ns. 294 

Conſider,” I beſeech you; do you not pray 
to God continually (if you have any ſenle of 
Religion) that He would quickly diſſipate all 
our: | An ; by laying more and more open, and 
then utterly defeating all the wicked/contrivan- 
ces of ourenemies againſt us? Do you not think 
that He ftays very long, before He bring to 
light the very bottom - of the Plot ; 'and.make 
their Treafans ſo: viſible to-all the World, that 
none may be able to gainlay it 2 Do you not 
think there is reaſon to/tremble (when you ſe- 
riouſly-reflect-uponiit) to ſee: ins what) a lamen- 
table, unſettled and naked.conditian weare; in 
danger to be over-run with Foreign Enemies, 
ſhould they make an attempt upon us ? Are 
you not all therefore ready to (ay, Lord, make: 
baſt. to help us ! make no tarrying, O our God ! O may 
Beloved, ſay the ſame to your ſelves ; for there 
is the ſtop. Labour and prevail with your own 
Souls, that they would imake' haſte; that they: 
would make no tarrying :. but inſtantly curn.to, 
Y | E God, 
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God,in works meet for repentance; that fo both. 
his preſent Judgments may be removed, ' and 
worle prevented. | 

I know nothing that can hinder rhe enterrain- 
ment of this reaſonable motion , unleſs it be 
this, That men ſee there is not always ſuch a 
ſpeedy courſe taken with Sinners, and therefore 
they preſume God will ſtill bear with them. 
For they themſelves have lived and ſinned many 
years, and have eſcaped many dangers: and 
though they have been affrighted fometimes 
with ſuch Sermons as this, yer they were worſe 
ſcared than hurt. Still all things are as they 
were; they are very well and proſperous, they 
have all that their hearts defire : and therefore 
there hearts grow hard, and they fuppole they 
are in no ſuddendanger. 

In Anſwer to this, I ſhall fay nothing but 
what is contained. in the Third Conſideration 
here in my Text ; which is, 


II. 


Fhat all inpenitent perſons, as they oppoſe 
God lo'they, have God for their Enemy : and 
He will ſer himſelf im oppoſition rothem. For 
He tells this Church, That if they will not re- 
peat, He will fight againſt them. Which denotes, 
that He would become their Adyerlary, on 

00 
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look upon thetn as Rebels, nay as irreconcile- 
able Enemies: who will never ſubmit to His 
Divine Goyertiment ; which is concerned there: 
fore todeftroy them. $0 that theſe impenitenc 
Wretches, who g6 on reſolvedly in their ſins, 
notwithſtanding all thar He can do to reclaim 
them, gain but little by che patience and lenit 
of God towards them; ID is bur a Call 
comfort that He doth not preſently ſtrike them: 
ſeeing ir is certain, as the Plalmif es it, 
that He is bending his Bow, whetting bis Sword, 
and preparing for them the inſtruments of death. 
Of this I need not ſay much, nor will the 
rime permit it, Ir is lufficient to know, That 
ſometimes the deferring of Execution.is a piece 
of hoſtiliry ; and makes the blow heavier when 
it comes. They are but creaſuring and heaping 
up to themſelves wrath , apainſt the day: of 
wrath, (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, ii. Rom. 4, 5.) 
who will not be led by the goodneſs of God, 
no , nor His Judgments to repentance ; but 
proceed to adde fin to fin, till a moſt terrible 
vengeance break out upon them. Which may 
be deferred perhaps from time to time, bur wich 
no other deſign than a great Prince hath, who is 
ſo powerful that He can have the better of his 
Enemies when he will ; and therefore forbears 
to fall upon them not becauſe he means to ſpare 
E 2 them, 
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them, but-only becaiiſe he waits for ;anappor3 
tunity, when he-may;do the maore:teraibleay- 
ecution, and; take: the ſevereſt;reveoge vythoſe 
whom-he intends to ruine.: | What do linful 
men mean; then to provoke the. Lqrd-to: jealoyſie? 
Are ' they ſtronger-than, He * Wl, you; not; tear 
Him, [becauſe He - doth not inſtantly. mite? 
Shall your hearts be {et in you'ro do. eyil, »be; 
caule Judgment-is not always ſpeedily execu- 
ted again{ an eyil work 2, Will you date to: of- 
fend Him, -as if He -could-not, | or preſume-up- 
on Him, as if He would: not puniſh ? Let me 
tell you, He is the more to be feared and dread- 
ed, itt you-ynderſtood- your elves, - for this for- 
bearance. - - He delays to ſtrike, ' not-becaule He 
cannot ; but becauſe He can when He pleaſes : 
not becauſe He will not ; but-becauſe He will 
doit atuich-a time, when ic will meſt ferye the 
Wiſdom of His Proyidence,,- We re jgnorant 
of all the reaſons, why God doth nor do with 
all; as He doth with ſome... ' We. know. not for 
what cajiles chey; ave, that He'doth. not come ſo 
quickly 'tg reckon; with-one, wicked man, as 
xith-another., . It is enough to affright us out of 
-our' wicked. ways,” 'to know that He looks' upon 
fuch-perſons as His. Enemies ; and-that He will 
take' the fitteſt ſeaſon to come and wound the head 
of his, Enemies, the ſcalp of him. that goeth on ſtill m 

his 
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his treſpaſſes.. For. that is: the "laſt Conſidera- 
IV. 


That ſuch perſons as will not repent, being 
' {6 often admoniſheg, ſo patiently born withal, 
{0 lovingly chaſtiſed and corre&ted ; muſt. ex- 
pect nothing but the execution of all our Lords 
threatnings .againſt-obſtinate Sinners. So He 
faith, 1-will fight againſt them with the ſword of -my 
mouth, . For the underſtanding of which Phraſe, 
you mult look back to the firſt Chapter of this 
Book, ver/. 16. where Chriſt is repreſented as 
baving/a"ſharp ſword; and that two-edged, going out 
of bis mouth. The mouth it not the proper 
place for a ſword to be in, which uſes to be 
girded to the thigh, or, when it isunſheathed, 
to::be.taken; into the. hand...” By: this Phraſe 
theretore is-deſcribed the gracious method of: 
our Lord Chriſt; who threatens "before He 
ſtrikes.. - His ſword ar firſt is, only inhis month ;; 
that: is, He 'declares his vengeance which:He: 
will take againſt the rebellious; and' makes: 
Proclamation that He will come and deſtroy: 
them, if | they: do not repent; Bur if theſe 
threatnings and denunciations of: vengeance: do. 
not prevail ; if, notwithſtanding all hisdeclara=. 
tions, 'they contemn His authority , and: will 
| not 
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*not ſtand in awe of Him as their Lord and 
their Judge : He will proceed to do as He hath 
ſaid, and fight againſt them, as He tells us here 
in my Text, with this ſword, which before 
He threatned ſhould come upon them to cut 
.them off, Now no man fights with a ſword, 
but it isin his hand : and therefore theſe words 
. can ſignifie nothing lefs, than that the puniſh- 
ments He had threatned and folemnly denoun- 
ced ſhould fall upon hardened Sinners ; . and 
that He would execute what He had reſolyed 
and make good his word, if they took no heed 
to the warnings He had given them. | 

Know. then, all ye that go on fearlefly in 
yourevil ways, notwithſtanding all that we can 
ay from God unto you ; thar JE not al- 
ways hear the mere thunder of terrible words, 
the ſound and noiſe of wrath and: damnation 
hereafter, of blood and war, of plagues and 
tumults and ſubyerſions of Churches and King- 
dorms here. (that-is, the ſword will not always 
be in his mouth) but you ſhall feel in the con- 
cluſion the ſtrokes of his heavy diſpleaſure ; and 
He. will make you know by diſmal effe&s, that 
His words are not light and yain, which vaniſh 
into Air ; but they:remain in evyerlaſting| force, 
and ſhall all be fulfilled. ; 

Now this Sword being two-edged, which cuts 


On 
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on both ſides, his fighting with ir, may denote 
the execution of histhreatnings both upon che 
Badies and upon the' Souls of his Enemies : 
whom He puniſhes ofcimes in their outward, 
as well as in their ſpiricual eſtate. 


l. 


For the firſt of theſe, Thoſe words are very 
terrible, which you meet withal in our Savi- 
ours Letter to the next Church, ver. 21, 22, 
23, of this Chapter, I gave her ſpace to repent of 
bey formation, but ſhe repented not. Behold, T will 
caſt ber mto a Bed, and them that commit Adultery with 
her into great tribulation, except they repent of their 
deeds. And T will kill ber Children with death, and 
all the Churches ſhall know that T am He which fearch- 
eth the reins and hearts, and 1 will give unto every one 
| of you, according to your works. Which if we 
apply to our ſelves, we cannot deny but that 
we fave been already in great tribulation ; and' 
what further puniſhments the righteous Lord 
bath reſerved for us, except we repent, we are- 
not able certainly to tell : bur this is fure, thar- 
it is not likely there ſhould be any peace to- 
ſuch a wicked people. Our finsare ſo crying, 
that they willnot ſuffer us to be quiet, bur give- 
us further diſturbance, till they: have ucterly con- 
founded us : unleſs we will part with theſe -= 

ers 
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blers of our Iſrael, and become more obedient 
Chriſtians. There have been innumerable 
Sermons .preached, -and Books printed -to de- 
monſtrate this- truthy;: Thar all thoſe ſins:which 
are now ſo rifeamong us, ſloth and negligence, lu- 
xury andexceſs, whoredom and adultery, perfidiouſneſs 
and diſhoneſty, infidelity or indifference in Religion, con- 
tempt of:; all: Government Civil and Spiritual; 8&c, na- 
curally:rend unto (and can end in nothing elſe 
but). the ſubverſion of thoſe Families, and that 
Kingdom and Church yherein'they reign : be- 
fides that'the Divine Juſtice is concerned to pu- 
niſh them, and will be avenged, as the Pro- 
phet ſpeaks, of ſuch a Nation-as this. - And 
who is there that doth nor ſee, there-are inſtru- 
ments of Divine Juſtice ready at hand, bloody 
inſtruments, that offer themſelves to be. em- 
ployed.and are prepared to do the execution, if 
our repentance do not: move Him, by ſome 
- miraculous Providence;: to-preventir? The Pa- 
piſts I mean, the ſworn Enemies of - our-peace 
and -ſettlement 3 who, > as. they--want '.no 
will ſo, have behaved. themſelves as it chey 
thought they:did not want: power to :deſtroy 
us. : Men' of- as wicked principles, as the Fa- 
ther of miſchief :can'invent :. of. no. Faith, .no- 
Juſtice, no Charity ; no: Moderation {if they 
be' ſpirited: by .them , who now rule in .chat: 
27nd | Church) 
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Church): bur inflamed with a falſe zeal for God 
and Religion} 3:Which;wvjll let them ſtick:at no 
; Cuueley,” no-Butthery, no Treachery or treaſo- 
nable -atrempt;. ry compals their delired end. 
We may lay of them as David doth of his ene- 
- mies,  v. Pal, 9.;; There. is no faithfulneſs n ; their 
maiith,-their inward 'part is very wickedneſs ': , their 
throat" is an open Sepulchre, though they latte with 
their tongue... And xxxviii. 19. Our enemies are 
. lively, ' and ſtrong : they that hate us wrongfully, are 
many -in- number. So many, and ſo induſtrious 
and deſperately. bent to ſeek our ruine, that f 
the Lord had not been on our ſide, ' they bad  fwallowed 
145 #þ quick; When their wrath was kindled againſt, de 
'And wermay:- beſure it is'not quenched, bur ra- 
- ther more. incenſed by this diſappointmenr : 
So that'we. had needy with ſerious repentance, 
'earneſtlybeleech Him, in the words of David 
| pron va xVii: P/al. 1.3 . Ariſe, 0 Lord, diſap» 
point them and caſt them deliver my ſou from 
the ' wicked, which is-a Sword of thine. . - -. 
-{Wiion words va je us.,. [That ;che wicked 
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penitent Sinriers /: bor He aniſhes: very of- 
xen :by other Singers. like. emletves..; And 
there. /is no ſort .of puniſhment. thar- doth, ſuch 
cheadfil \EXECUTioN, As; -'s feerceneſs. of -man ; if 
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the Lord'do not reſtrain "it. We have reaſon 
'thetefore! to try,” in the' words of  Jelrmich, 
(which'we 'rrizy apply to this buline). 0' Sivrd 
of the Lord, bow long will # be ere thou be qaut'? 
Put 1p. thy felf into thy Scabbard ; reſt and be fill, 
vii. 6: us Ke no more! wars, no more 
bloodſhed, nd more ſheathing our Swords in 
'vie another Bowels. But then we muſt add, 
a$ it there follows, How can it be quizt, if the 
Lond hive given it a charge agamnft"ws 3, ad if here 
Fit bath" appointed it ? Hf He relolve this way to 
paiſh its, there is no way to ekcape it (but by 
repentance} and we cannot imagine how ſore 
4 puniſhment it may prove : for the tenider miey- 
dts" of the -witked (faith Solbmwan, xii. Prov. 10.) 
a trnfl.. Which was' never mote verified of 
any ſort of wicked menXehan'of thoſe Jeſun- 
ed Zealves, who are how inraged againft us, and 
Bare 1s, 3 David Tpeaks; xxv. Pfal. 1g: with cruel = 

batted. - WG. By 
| We cannot tell yet 'how they intended to 
have treated us now,/but we know wharthey 
Inrehded,' and what' they $9 in former times. 
Partictlatly in'the Year 1588; when Dor Pe- 
dw, de Valdez , a great Commander in the Spa- 
with hryaſton., confeſſed tothe: Lotds. of the 
Covnricit (who- extmited! him after he was ta- 
ken, Whac meant thoſe Whips of "Cord and: 
| Wire 
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Wire wherewich their Ships were Rored) thar 
they intended, if they had prevailed, to have whipt 
a0; rs ta death. [This he anſwered in 4 
old manner.; and. being, furchex, azked what 
they would have done with our-young Chil- 
dren, replied as boldly, All above even years old 
ſhould have igane the fame way with theis Fathers 
the reſt ſhould have lived; ouly we would have branded 
them. in the Forebead With the Letter L, fienifymg 
Lutheran ; and reſerved them for perpetual bondage. 
This the:Relator (Dr Sharp) takes God to wit- 
neG,. he received from two ofthe greateſt Loris 
of the Council aker his Examination : with 
a2 Commandment to publiſh it to the Queens 
Army which lay at T ibury, in bis next Sermon. 
It may be objeged. indeed that. this was only 
an inſolent, rant of one of chaſe huffing Foreign- 
ers; who intended, as he profeſſed, not only 
to ſubdue our Nation, but to xogt it wholly out : 
and there cannot, be, you may fanſfie, any to. 
barbarous among our ſelves, that deſign ſuch a 
total deſtruction of us they call. Hereticks. To 
which. I have nothing.to ſay butthis, That the: 
ordinary Diſcourſe of Papiſts here' in former. 
times, hath been as bloody and cruel as can 
imagined : and we have little reaſon to think 
they have leſs venome now, that they have 
more power by the efcreale of their nunabers.” 
P 3 For 
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For I find-rheſe- woids4in ant E jon vpor 
8 2036 OL 2 Theſſ-iil rinced fifty. yetrs ago,: 
- Jab Sp) wh af us Pheacher in the City 
2s "Mc (! 'Knolw we nottherr comme 
500 Fe dey s 2 What | they- whiſper 
mong the Comingn "People; - what they will do 'when- thei 
day- doth come ® (Chriſt "grant that thily day may never. 
come.) When' it ſhall come, ido they "not whiſper -that' 
they: Will no more hew down the” branches, but tear up 
the, very roots of the reformation,” roots out - every 
Profeſſor thereo + Whit Which'agreest60 plainly with 
_ what veread! in late Traitors Letters'con-' 
certiing their hopes-now to extirpate-that peſti- 
lent Hereſie {as they miſcal our holy' Religion) 
which hath ſpread it ſelf through thele Northern 
Parcs of the World:-- Nor have their praCtices 
been. unſuitable, as the Triſh Rebellion alone-ſuf- 
ficienly teſtifies ;-wherein-three htindred thou- 
fand ſouls wete ſeriteo the other World, as'not 
kit to live in this; for"tio- othet: caniſebue their 
Religion: and-it'is manifeſt they then intend- 
ed.to have left none remaining in'that Coun- 
rrey "bur themſelves ;* if they could have' faris- 
hed their blood: thirſty defires. © 04 
-Which things'T remember for no othieriend; 
burtcio awaken you” to & ſerious repentance of 
choſeſins; which havebrought us near the brink 
of the like deſtruction leſt the -Lord deliver 
10'y "258" Þ us, 
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us, - at "laſt; into» che hands .of :thele Tormien-- 
rors.” © Whole tyranny is fo inſupportable, ' that 
ſhould they-prevailcthe-Pofterity of: ther. who» 
now wilh for»that. wotul-day; would) ladly re- 
nt of it in furure'rimes};/-and curſethe.riiemo- 
ry of :thole who brought them. into-ſtich {laye-, 
ry. Let them but. tead the: complaints ;ahd 
hearken to the groans of .their Forefathers under 
the Roman bondage, before the Reformation 
of: Religion ;' and they may be convinced of 
theirdolly; or madneſs: rather, im defiring; and. 
indeayonting/to return-unto it; All the: World: 
ſighed 'for- deliverance from it , particularly: 
France and Germany, and: Poland, 'as we- find in- 
che-publick Atts of thole Cotintries : whe ſaid. 
of: the: Biſhop oÞ/Rome's tyranny; | as; St. Peter; 
| did'of the burthen-of Jewiſh Cereirionies, chat 
it was 'a'* yoke which neither they nor their- Fathers 
were able to-bear. : * And: among, all the authen- 
«© tick Records (to ule the words of him that ſer 
our the Review: of -the: Council of Trent inc our lan- 
guage). *which-there are of the Popes Uſurpa- 
<rior,-there are; not to, be found/more wotul 
© Eragedies of bis/tyratiny, | thar/ſuch-as were 
© ated upon 6ur Stage. ' No' higher Trophees 
© erected to his ambition, tha: here in- England. 
© No morerare examples of-devont, abufed pa- 
<tience , ithan -among! us.: 'Till extream ne- 
| © ceflity 


3F A@>dSewmun predfbed:avithe 
<- ceffiry made us deſpair inte courage and for- 
< riende-z when the avarice:and exadtions of 
Os PRneengny ar laſt rob- 
| vs- of: our patiedce. ' All:our Hiſtories 
are fall of proob 'of-this ; which may caſe me 
yn 8 "Io IR PINT nor is 
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Lerme pals rather to the ſecond thing, and 
tur towards you the other edge of this Sword: 
which. my Text ſpeaksof :' which is the execu- 
cing his. chraing ” gra ww im- 
xa; and ſending Irttual 5 

'Which if. ——_ jaar 

. we muſt rhink are the moſt grievous of all 

r : And here I might reprefent:ro you, what 

a difmal-thing it would be, if you-ſhould have 
your eyes put Our once more ; and be buried a- 
gain inthe darkneſs of ignorance and Popiſh Su- 
petition ; being robbed of your reaſon, and 
made to believe the grofleſt 'abfurdities : and 
having no liberty-lefr ro examine any thing, be 
horcud/ ro-follow: blmdly., whither G—_—_ yaur 
blind 'Gaides wilt» tead you. ' For this is the 
leaſt you can expe&t, if our invererate enemies 


prevail- over” 1s. \ Suppoſe they» ſhould be fo 
kind 6 as not to kill us, ' nor torment us, nor fo 


much 
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—_ a —— USZ: will yadoubred- 
EXETC1 greateſt en agi our Re- 
tipion and endeayout to oy that, though 
they ſhould ſpare us. The holy Sgripeures muſt ( 
be impriſoned ; your un and 
Tes inthralled; he Worſhip of Ged:prophaned 
and corrupted, the —_— the. Mak erect- 
ed ; the very Doctrine ce poylon- 
ed; andall other wow alfenea Grd bur ac- 
_—_— to their Superfticion, ablo blohucely prohi- 
bi 
' We may fuffer our ſelves to be abulcd, if we 
pleaſe, with fair words and planhible ſperches, 
wCrewith they dective the hearts of che fim- 
: bur whatſoever they fay, and petition for 
themſelves, when they are under Hatches ; they 
are reſolved, when they have power, to give 
fo- tolerazion/to any Religion bur their. own. 
Thus Ribadereira (the famous Writer of the life 
of Inari the Founder of the Jeſuits ) labours 
"0 prove at large in his Book of a _Chri 


Princes © That ir is impoiſible for Catholick 
< ravice with Hereticks in a firtn bond of Cocie- 


"xy, and 20 to live rogether ina peacea- 
© ble, quier of a Commonwealth. (which 
is worthy our nonce and «emembrance, ahd y 


are his Reaſons.) © For hovy- car» one 


< Serpent in his bolome, faith he, and not * 
© ulcerated 


Yo - Strwr prexched-ot the 
© ulecrated by higbirings 2:or touch. Pitch, , and 
© notde! We; Or. -are there: more m- 
© nate and inbred tfmities berween the: Wolves and the 
-© Lambs,” than*there ought to: be. between Catholicks 
+*1d Hereticks'* No; faith he, the: Council. of 
 '©Toledsdetermines})-' That -no King; hereafter 

< ſhould reign ,- but” before| he aſcended the 
© Thrane, heſhouldfwear, among other things, 
<that he would permit no man, who was not a 
4 Citholick'tolive in his Kingdom, ec. ; And 
if this be not ſufficient to ſhew what theſe-Ra+ 
thers would be at, (who now are-the -ruling 
men-in that Church) 'I might cite others,: who 
wake'it equally dangerous to have two' Religions in+a 
Kinigdom, and' to have'a Wife and' a Whore m _one 
ond the fame Family. $4 | 
©: Sometimes indeed they confeſs the iniquity of 
the times (as they 'ſpeak) maybe fuch,,' that a 
Prince of their Religion may be forced to tole- 
rate'ours ; and ſolemnly-do it by compa& and 
agreement. Burt then they ſay again,- Thar he 
being compelled unwillingly. to fall into a guilt, 
muſt-not willingly: fall: mto another, - by con- 
firming what he hath done, when he hath pow- 
er to'break the agreement. And they hayede- 
viſed"ſevetal' ways to free ſuch a Prince from 
his" obligation,” when he thinks fit to-null whar 
in words the ſeemed ro eſtabliſh : bur I ſhall 


nor 
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not trouble you with them ; nor ſhould I have 
laid any thing at all of this, had it not ſeemed 
to me neceſlary to inform you, That whatſoe- 
ver they may ſeem to give you with one hand, they 
have devices artificially and cunningly to take away 
with the other. Whereby they juſtifie what Fa- 
ther Dexa laid in a Sermon of his in praiſe of 
their Founder Ignatius. Who was the mighty An- 
gel, he told them, that S* Jobn ſaw in the x. 
Rev. 1. who came down from Heaven clothed with a 
Cloud, and a Rainbow was upon his head, and his 
face was as the Sun, &c. And enquiring why he 
was. repreſented as clothed with a Cloud, makes 
this. anſwer ; that it ſignifies that he hides and 
conceals his generous and {cblime counſels and deſigns : 
and repreſents alſo the Government of our Sos 
ciety, ' which manifeſt their effefts , but hide their 
rules and their modes or manner of afting. As of 
old, faith he, a Cloud covered the Tabernacle 
of the Lord, and the Glory of the Lord enter- 
ed into it : ſo God who hath built this Taber- 
nacle on Earth (he means the Society of the 
Feſuits) hath with the ſame wiſdom ordained, 
for the preſerving the honour of lo holy a thing, 
ut gju gubernandi ratio adeo ſecreta eſſet, that the 


realon and manner of its Government ſhould be 


ſo ſecret, that no man ſhould be able te 
know it. 


G Which 
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Which I rhink you ſee verifed to the full at 
this day. We feel the effects of their Counlels, 
bur we ſee not the ſecret Springs by which they 
move. They are covered With a Cloud indeed, 
and caſt a miſt before peoples eyes, by a num- 
ber of cunning diſtinctions, crafty evalions, and 
ſecret reſervations : wherein they inſtruct their 
Proſelytes, that they may. be able to do the 
moſt yillainous things ; and yet not be ſeen; 
but lye concealed from the eyes of the world, 
even when they are caught, and many eviden- 
ces are produced of their wickedneſs. 0 my Soul, 
will every one here be apt to ſay (with good 
old Jacob) come not thou mto their fecret, unto their 
Aſſembly, my Honour, be not thou united, xlix. por 
6. But it is not enough to pray againſt their 
artifices ; we mult take a more effectual courſe, 
by true repentance, to engage the wiſdom of 
Heaven on our (ide, to defeat their moſt crafty 
and ſubtile contrivances. Elſe we may be co- 
zened and- gulled out of our Religion, if by 
outward force they cannot prevail againſt us, 
and return in time to our old blind devotion : 
according to the obſervation of S* Stephen, that 
when the Iſraelites would not obey Moſes, then 
in' their hearts they turned back again into E- 
gypt 3 and then God turned and gave them up 
to worſhip the Hoſt of Heaven. 

But 
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But ſuppoſe none of theſe things ſhould be- 
fal us; but we ſhould keep our Religion: 
what ſhall we be the better Fe it, if we do not 
repent ? Nay, how much the: worle ſhall we 
grow , by tha abuſe of his abundant Grace, 
and 1o many remarkable deliverances from our 
Enemies, which we have received? There are 
other ſpiritual evils, that He hath threatned co 
inflict upon the impenitent ; and are the ſo- 
reſt wounds , the ſharpeſt puniſhments, that 
Hecan give with this Sword of his mouth. They 
are iuch as thele, the withdrawing of his Grace, 
the taking away his holy Spirit ; and conſequently cea- 
to move their hearts unto repentance ; denying 
them the helps they have had, and putting no ſuch ſtops 
to them m thei evil courſes, as. ſometimes they have 
found : but removing thoſe things which nught excite 
and ſtir them up to amendment ; and on the contrary 
permitting ſuch as may confirm them in their contu- 
macy , whereby they: become hardened, and ſealed up 
aunto condemnation ; to be puniſhed with everlaſting de- 
ftruftion, when the Lord Jeſus Fer be revealed from 
Heaven, with his mighty Angels, to take Vengeance 
on all. os that 'know not God, and obey not the Go- 
fpel of Chriſt. 
Theſe are (ad and diſmal things, which 
ſhould ſtir:up every one of our drowtfie hearts, 


to mark and. obſerve and lay hold upon every 
| G 2 good 
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good motion of God's good Spirit in our hearts 
unto repentance: leſt it depart away from ns, 
and by degrees leave us inſen{ible, utterly inſen- 
ſible of the things belonging to. our peace. 
Which, one would think, {ſhould be fo dear to 
us (though we look no further than this preſent 
World) that we ſhould readily conſent to any 
thing that will procure it ; and ſet our ſelyes 
againſt that which obſtruts it, and will final- 
ly undo us. And that we all confels is our hei- 
nous fins ; For all the power of the Devil and 
of Men, though neyer ſo violently bent againſt 
us, cannot deſtroy us; unleſs we continue ſtill 
in the Plot, as I may call it, wherein we are 

aged too deeply againſt our ſelves ; by our 
wilki perſiſting in prophanenels, filthineſs, con- 
tempt of Religion , and of that Authorit 
which ſupports it ; and ſuch like fins : which 
have brought us into that low, that weak and 
contemptible condition ; in which our enemies 
could never have hoped to haye ſeen us, unleſs 
they had firſt debauched us. 

That hath beea their great crafr, as it was 
Balaam's; to. whole devices my Text hath a 
particular reſpe&. He ſaw clearly there was 
no way to prevail againſt Jrael, but by enga- 
ging them in Jdolatry and Irreligion-: and that 
there was no way to engage them.inthar, = 

y 
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by inticing them to Fornication. So the Samari- 
tans excellently gloſs upon his 

Story ® : who introduce Balaam * Apud Hotting. 
telling the Princes of Midtan, That 7; 4/9" 
the holy Angels ſurrounded 1ſrael, 

and the King of Heaven and Earth was with 
them : ſo that neither Magick, nor any thing 
elle, could preyail againft them ;. unleſs they 
admitted ſome inhdelity, or committed fome 
grieyous fin. Then, a he, the Creator will 
be angry with them, fo that they ſhall periſh, 
and not one of them remain. For the accom- 
pliſhment of which, he adviſed them to ſend 
the moſt beautiful Women in their Country a- 
mong them, every one of them with the Idol 
which She worſhipped, in her hands : and that 
She ſhould offer her ſelf to be theirs, it they 
would eat of her Meat, drink of her Drink,, 
and worſhip her God. This was eating things: 
offered to Idols, mentioned before my Text ; 
whereby many of them periſhed ; and the reſt 
were ſaved, who ſeyerely puniſhed theſe enor- 
mities, and thereby ſhewed their hatred and' 
—_— of the wickedneſs of: their Bre- 

ren. 

After which pattern Chriſt expeSted' the 
Church of Pergamus ſhould: be fevere- againſt 
all thoſe among them , who: were A 

| on: 
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from the Chriſtian purity in Do&rine and in 
Manners, by the like artifice of the Devils A- 
gents. Whereby he knew he ſhould put them 
out of Chriſts favour; and if they continned in 
thoſe wicked courſes, quite unchurch ' them, 
and bring them again under his vaſlalage. 
This is the. Repentance, which Chriſt here.calls 
for in my Text : and 'which He requires of 
all Governours and thoſe in Authority Civil or 
Spiritual ; tchar they ſhould not be flack in pu- 
niſhing fin, and ſupprefling all falſe Dodrine, 
and ejpecially thole lend” opinions which lead 
men to all manner of looſneſs and wicked- 
nels. | 

| For; if you obſerve it, the Church of Per- 
gamus had: been ſtedfaft in the Faith in the time 
of perſecution, and when Artipas his faithful 
; Martyr ſuffered, were a commendable people 
in many things (as we likewiſe in this Church, 
at leaſt 'onr Forefathers, may: be commended 
for this, that in the days of Fire and Fagpor, 
many choſe to dye rather than to change their 
Religion.).' But there were a few things which 
Chriſt. had againſt them.” Ewft, Becauſe they 
had thoſe among them, who held the Doftrme of 
Balaam, ' &c." and Secondly, Thoſe who held the 
Doftrine of -the Nicolaitans : who were another 
fort of! filrhy//people ; giving themſelves over 


unto 
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unto promiſcuous luſts of uncleannels. When: 
He ſaith, They had ſuch among them, He means 
they connived at them, and did nor eject them : 
For it was not their fault, that thole men held 
ſuch opinions ; but that they ſuflered them 
without the cenſure of the Church. And then 
inamediately He addes, Repent, or elſe Iwill come 
againſt thee quickly, &c. As much as to ſay, You 
muſt ſuffer theſe men no longer among you ; 
(that was their repentance, at that time) or if 
you do, I will not endure it ; but will come 
and puniſh you for this indifference in Reli- 
ion. 

Now [leave you all to judge, whether the 
Factors of the evil one, have not taken this ye- 
ry courſe to unchurch us ; and we by our neg- 
ligence be not in the way to unchurch our 
ſelves. They have infuſed poylonous princi- 
ples into mens minds, and taught them, for- 
inſtance, to decry Marriage, as a fooliſh flave- 
ry, to think Fornication an innocent thing ; and 
fo to. give up: themſelves to commit all un- 
cleannels with greedineſs : that fo, forgetting 
all reſpe& to our Religion, they may in the il- 
{oe make. thera Romanilts, Je, 7 them 
to their [dolatrous Services ;.' that is, make 
them ten times more the Children-of the Devil, 
than they were befoee. And what other way 


To 
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is there to be ſaved from the deſtruction which 
theſe and other. vices will bring upon us, but 
(that which we are not willing to take) for e- 
very man-to repent of his own wickedneſs and 
turn to God :--and then for thoſe who have au- 
_ thority, to ſet themſelves with all their might to 
puniſh and to root out ſuch wickedneſles, with all 
the principles that lead unto. them, together 
with the Abettors and Supporters of them ? 
And here it may be fit ro obſerve, That a 
few things, if very deftrutive to Religion, may 
proyoke the Divine ſeverity againſt a Church. 
For they were no more, that Chriſt charges 
this Church of Pergamus withal ; and yet, if they 
did not amend, He threatens to come and fight a- 
gainſt them with the Sword of his mouth : What 
will become of us then, whom He hath ſo ma- 
ny things to charge withal ; if we go on ſtill 
to provoke Him with them to ;calouſſe?] doubt 
. we cannot clear our ſelves from ſuch filthineſles, 
As are here mentioned; nor from foul Do&tines 
leading to them, which troo:many have enter- 
tained ; 'nor from coldneſs and indifference in 
Religion, if not plain infidelity ; nor from a diſ- 
poſition of _ in ſome to a” back to Rome, 
the ſpiritual Zoypt,; againz nor from connivi 
at. 4d ak ſo many have-made on 
Chriſts"rrue Religion here eſtabliſhed, and not 


endeayouring 
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endeayouring to ſuppreſs all choſe that ſeek to 
oy a vx ry ra — we are 
oully guilty of {lighting that ority, which 
ould call men to vo. apr for all ru wick- 
ednels ; and not only reprove and rebuke, bur 
cenſure and chaſtile, and exerciſe Chriſts Dilci- 
-pline upon notorious Offenders. - This -is 2 
thing not only laugh'd ar and deſpiſed ; bur ha- 
ted and ſcorned : nay, the Miniſters of Chriſt 
themſelves... are but lightly eſteemed. . For 
which, if there were. nothing elſe, . we may be 
ſure Chriſt will reckon with us.  ' , |! 
 Reckon with us, did 1 ſay? Hehath done ic 
in-.part;already; and yet we: are not- cured of 
the GAA part of he reckoning is Rl bein, 
the ſaddeſt part of the reckoning is ſtill behind. 
Take the Prognoſtication in the words of a 
great Dotor of 'rhis Church:* ; + p-5,4, on 
who thus denounced God's Judg-- the'Creed, Book 
ments againſt this Nation, good | CP + 
while before the late Wars, upon this very ac- 
count, That he. faw the people. running;head- 
long into this great fin ; which-is maryelloully 
oy ny FRONe: | no 8 kf 
* Queſtionleſs, laith, he, this -open,' malapert, ſcoj- 
fing, diſobedience, to all Eccleſaaftical Pagers tips open- 


l, profeſſed by the meant, and exoutnenced by. mary 
gre me! of 


the Laity, is the fin mhyeb-'. All that 
H knw 


i Serdoliprchaſied the 


hnow Gods Judgments, or- bfVt'-been obſer vant "to look 
wo ther daynaf 1a  ifieakionY/ chies —_ mURBAe- 

tughries 2s (be loud by Wilch thin the Rix ayers of 
Fraars,.\Monks-and Jeſuits db ) for Gods vengennce up- 
oxthiclnd.”: Hor Vengeafce (b be exteuteifby no-othe; 
tux" favwi, DIVIErArh}" alters tnelics 2D ib 
_— ibvancer;-thni' 6) the doubled | Erieviancts. < 
-enraged Romaniſts iron-yoke-> hich! is wb 
res, tos Tag G— Fo 
= oy wage ther have'bort." > 


 faks 2 Bom 

to d' T » > em 
bexicyligent, andidle, Shen 
ch balbyek 67 chetendnid>'eF'ary of their per: 
ſos 91 (evtript Fow te defpie*theit 'gHhcs * + 
thar's the wept (in that Db&ors opinion) Wy 
Ol ſerndy no ropalee tne "Yd 
kno," Gieh\he," for | 


oe Fg 


Kg 


Him, Wo 
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ence to his Meſſengers ; that Hde [fends them ſuch idle, 
foolifh and-: lewd. /Pagkers:;) 04s. they have in _y 

wed ir; m1: 993949 ol 215 domrll) 2 
"Becauſe the Laitgof thisLiinlare oprone aut bead, 
ſtrong ta cait:off Chriſts yoke, and to'deny due- obe» 
dience: to. bis faithful Manſfterrz ' He therefore ſets 
fuch Watchmen over them m:mauy placts, - as they 
bave ub luſt to obey, in any. thing(that they halt pre 
poſe te:them/; but harden their bearts in infidelity and 
diſehedience. - Which, i bave-fhewn you already, 
xs 00e9t' the-moſt fearful. Judgments, rhak God 
caninflidt upon: us; 4nd-which we: ought 6 

dread, more. thati the eiraged Ronuniſts iron-yoke 3 
which, he ſaith, ts prefiared for us. . ct 5 

- ale':havh been. preparing - many”. years; 264 ct 

-now. to have: been —_— robe clape; 

when we thought nor: of it, upon out necks. 
Ic is: a Miracle:of: Gods mercy that it-was riot * 
But. let, riot that: make. us tpoiconfident;” thatcit 
ſball never. be laid upow us3norfanſiedi6is quite 
broken in pieces; becapſe: weareſlipr from un- 
der'itar preſent; | For-if :our ſhameful diſobe- 


dience»to:che (Golpel;'and conternpr of its Mi- 
naers:ſtill continue; (norwirhftanding tha they 
are acknowledged to: be/much'becter' now it 
molt places; than when thas:Doftor wrote) 1 
far: we-do:but 'leed cur ſelves with vairy hep 
ol ar abſohne: deliverante,! Ox! hppole' He 


H 2 will 
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will not:let: them -be the Inftruments of 'thar 


dge that to Him-ie juſtly belongs to puniſh Sinners) 
== he merciful tq I a _ then 
deſire Him: te deliver bo: from the hand iof 'our [end 
wies 5:69" abat# theif. prudep afſwage their: malice; > und 
confound their devices: 'Unlels we repent, we here 


confeſs that we have: no reaſon to expe his 
Glyation-z but-rathes ſuch puniſhments, as He 
piſtlyinflids upon ſuch-Sinners, — 
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ſtanding go on ſtill.in thoſe treſpaſſes, *wh 

hy ſee," they are in danger to: per Appar 
b po [+4 #7 108 UITOJOIN Aff! ATIOW! ' 

' Let 'me once more'therefore beſeeth yott, as 
you love your ſouls, as you love your Religion, | 
your Lives, your Liberties, and'alfthat is dear 
ro you; examine and ſearch and try yqur {thyes 
by che infallible teſt 'of God's moſt Holy Word : 
lay your hearts to that Rule while you have it ; 
and refolye by God's gracious afRance, ro 
bring them to a ſincere conformity with it; -- 

- Eſpecially let all good 'men (whatſoever 
the reft are pleaſed ro do) apply their endea- 
«yours to purifie themſelves more perfectly, to- 
walk more circumſpe&ly, to ſhine as lights in 
the midſt of a crooked and perverſe Generation ;; 
and to cry mightily nnto God for his ſparing 
mercy ."ſt is poſſible they may be ſaved, ker? 
He puniſh others. Nay, by their importunate 
cties nto* Him," and follicitous prayers,” day 
and night,. for this poor Church and Kingdom, 
ey tay obtain {ome reſpite of his Judgments, 
and'prevail forthe putting them off rill a furcher 
time : if they cannor quite avert them. 

Ahab's humiliation, you know, procured this 
favour + And therefore if all, both King and 
people, 'did this day imitate him, ſo faras with: 
great ſorrow and afflition of Spirit to acknow- 


ledge: 


. 
: 
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ledge their offgaces, caxnchly beg pardon, cry 


for mercy, With range. Fonkans porn): 
ty, and reformſome otorious fins (though not 
all of, which we are. guilty) .it might prove a 


prolonging of our tranquillity. Nay,..it is poſli- 
ble,: as L aid; that, though others continue Rill 


inſcafible and. negligent yet, if all. good peo-. 
ple Vn 29664 cheir -bulinels every day to 
grow better,and to pray £o God inceſlantly,that 
He would at leaſt forbear us, and have. pati- 
ence with us, expecting ſtill longer,. if we will 
bring-forth fruut worthy. of . his Golpel ;, it: is 
likely they might obtain this mercy, of enjoy-. 
ing truch and peace in our days..; ,.. 0, {5 
CT melpcakes you therefore inthe morhof 
a piousandJearned man,. before the late was. . 
AlLye that fear God, and tremble under the expe&g- 
tion o hrwrh give Hans reft, ſtand-up m.the, 
En iOd-6 fog aſſault, as, mg [9). apar 
Heaven with your Prayers 3 give not over till you have 
received a gracious anſwer : till the ſms of our, Na- 
tiou. be pardaed ," his imminent Judgments averted, 
bys autient favours recovered ; -till: He have rebuked 


Satan, and trodden Him under our feet ; tilt He have 
fruſtrated the bloody hopes and deſares of the enemies of 
his Truth ; till He bud up. the breathes, raiſe the 
rnines, and bind up the wounds of, Ins Sign: Saying 
with Dantel, 0 Lord: God,; we have Jonged-wr con 
mitte 
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mitted miquity, &c. yet compaſſion and forgiveneſs is 
with Thee 0 Lord: fr nrs we an - 
hear the Prayers of thy Seryants, and their Supplica- 
tions ; and cauſe thy face to ſhine upon this Church, 
for thy Names ſake. O Lord, hear; O Lord, for- 
give ; 0 Lord conſider, and do it : defer not, for thy 
oWn ſake, O our God: for thy Name is called upon us, 
and we are thy people. 


THE END. 


—_”,- ww > 
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A: 
SERMON 
PREACHED 
On the Late FAST, 


Decem. xxii. 1680. Afternoon: 


Rev. Ill. beginning of the third Verſe. 
Remember therefore how thou haſt received and beard, 
and bold faſt, and repent. 


HE -/ad and calamitous condition of this, 

once moſt happy, Church and King- 

| dom, is ſo great and fo vilible, that it 

can be no longer diflembled : but we muſt con- 
fels with the Prophet [/aiab (in the firſt Leſſon 
for this Morning Prayer, i. 5.) that the whole 
head is ſick, and the whole heart faint, 8c. which 
hath moved his Majeſty (by the defire of his 
Parliament) to cauſe itto be proclaimed to all 
his people ; that we may be awakened to 


look about us, and ſee how we may Mt 
k 
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the dreadful Judgments which are now impending over 
US. | 
_. That which hath occaſioned this deplorable 
ſtare'gf ings (as. we are told in the Procies 
wettion Whi # ledus hither) the-i imipions and | 
rid Conſpiracies of a Popiſh Party ; who have not on- 
, Lime and intended thr deftruttionaf our Sovereign, 
fubverſion of the, Government and Religion, efta- 
Ai among 'us:; but ſtill obſtinataly projeente their 
intentions, notwithſtanding Gods moſt wonderful diſco- 
very of their wickedneſs. - - * - 

And one of the ways whereby they carry 
on. this deſign, being (as we are there alſo in- 
_—_ by fomenting divifions among our lelves ; 

thele aze-ri0 les to be bewailed by as than any 
other thing whatſoever: both. as a calamiry 
and as one of thole ſins, thoſe moſt grievous and 
many ſms;: which mult be 6 URS, A” ro be 
the main caule of all our dangers. 

- And they are fo great, that, in humane rea- 
an they: can by no other means be remedied, 
than by the ſpecial hand of Heayen.. Which 
we'come therefore hereto imploxe, - na particu- 
lar ar Bigfong upon the conſultatiqns. ant, endeavours of 

the great.” Council! of the Kingdom ;- and mn defeating 
the wicked ls-and devices of ox enemies ; and: 
uniting the bearts of all his Majsſties. loyal Proteſtat 
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But thele great Bleſſings we cannot reaſona- 
bly hope to obtain, no not by our Faſting and 
Humiliation and Prayers ;. unleſs we endeayour 
a true reconciliation with God : by being un- 
fcignedly penitent; and reſolving to forlake 
thoſe ſins, which we onr ſelves confeſs have 
brought us into ſuch diſtreſles and perplexicies, 
as nothing elle can remedy. 
. Now 1n order unto this, As Lexcited you, on 
the laſt Day of ſolema Faſting and Prayer, to a 
ſerious and ſpeedy Repentance ;- by ſuch Argu- 
ments as I found in thoſe words of our Saviour, 
to another of the {even Churches of Aſia, ii; 16. 
Repent, or elſe I will come unto thee quickly, "and fight 
againſt thee with the ſword of my mouth : ſo ar this 
time I ſhall direct you a little in the way and 
method of repentance ; and point at ſome'things 
of which you axe to repent : from theſe words 
which I have read out of our Sayiour's Letter, 
tothe Church of Sardis; with whom we of this 
Church have too manikeſt a reſemblance, 

For as our bleſſed Lord complains (ver. 1.) 
we have a name that we live, i. e. are good Chriſti- 
ans: but alas! in deed and truth are dead ; for 
we produce not-the fruits of Chriſtian vertue. 
There is a great deal of buſtle and ſtir about 
Religion, for which we ſeem to be mightily 
concerned : but the inward life and power of it 
I 2 ' 
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is generally wanting, which we do not love to 
be troubled withal. Nay, we can ſcarce ſay 
ſo much of our people as God doth of Judah in 
the firſt Leſſon for Evening Prayer (viii: 1/at. 2.) 
They ſeek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a 
Nation that did righteouſneſs and forſook not the Ors 
ginances of their God, &c. (which alas ! we have 
moſt openly deſerted) though this was far ſhort, 
we find in that Chapter, of making them an 
acceptable Nation to him. At the beſt we 
muſt confeſs we are fallen aſleep and -grown 
very ſlothful, as our Saviour here ſuppoſes (ver. 
2.) them of Sardis to have been : and. there is 
fo great and univerlal a decay of true'piety 
and goodneſs among ns ; that we are in appa- 
rent danger to loſe the ſmall remainders of it. 
Something good there is ſtill left in this Church, 
asthere was in that : but far from that intire-and 
compleat obedience, which our Lord expe&s 
from us; as will appear by conſidering what 
is to be done by us, for our recovery to-a better 
condition. 

And there are three things which our Lord 
here requires of them in my Text : and are in- 
cumbent upon every one of us, as our neceſla- 
ry Duty, if we would be ſaved from our pre+; 
tent danger. 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, To remember What they had received and 
beard. 

Secondly, 'To hold it fa jo 

Thirdly, To repent ; of their heiftees, 2 


ſuppoſe, ' their looſeneſs and indiflerency 
in their Religion. 


I ſhall treat of them all in the order where- 
in they ſtand : and conſider them, both with 
reſpe& to the condition of that Church, to 
whom they were firſt delivered ; and then with 
reſpeCt to ours, who have no leſs need of ſuch 
admonitions. 


.. 


The x's of them ſuppoſes, That they had 
been taught ſome Do&trin: which they had recei- 
vedand rrahed with belief; and had heard ir 
alfo often ſmce inculcated and preſſed (fo I un- 
derſtand the words) by thoſe Paſtors who were 
fer over them by the Apoſtle, or thoſe who farſt 
delivered the Fruch unto them. Which was 
nothing elle but the Chriſtian Religion ; of which. 
I muſt not here ſpeak art large ; but only tell 
you, Ir is that way of ſerving God, which  pre- 
ſcribed: by Chriſt and bis Apoſtles, in the Books of the | 
New Teſtament. Wherein we-now read; what 
they then received 7 word of mouth from-the 
Apoſtles g& 


$62 A Sermon preached on the 
Apoſtles ; and underſtand fully what we muſt 


believe and do to be ſaved. Th 

Now as there is no cauſe to which God more 
frequently aſcribes the fins, and particularly the 
Idolatry of the Children of Iſrael; than their 
forgetfulneſs of Him, and of his Law, and of what 
He had done for them : {o this very thing (ſtu- 
pid forgetfulneſs and neglect of what Chrift and 
bis Apoſtlesdelivered, by Signs and wonders and 
mighty deeds) introduced that deadnels in Re- 
Jigion, of which our Saviour complains in the 
beginning of this' Chapter; and He forelaw 
would bring in all the corruptions which after- 
wards followed in the Church, and began very 
early to appear in the-Chriſtian World. For 
there arole falſe Apoſtles and falſe Prophets, nay di- 
re& Antichriſts (as this very Apoltle S' John tells 
us) men who denied the only Lord God, and 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that brought in damna- 
ble Herefies, fleighted the authority of the A- 
© poſtles, turned the Grace of God into laſcivioul- 
nels; nay, brought back the old Idolatry, as 
you read in the foregoing Chapter of this Book, 
ver. 14. 20. 

And though this Church of Sardis is not 
charged with ſo deep a degree ' of Apoſtalie, 
as thoſe of Pergamus and Thyatira ; yet there was 
great danger of falling into ir, unlels they "- 

this 


late Faft, Decem. xxit. 1680. 63 
this advice of our Saviour, to remember (better 
than they had done) what they had receivedand 
heard. Which is the very fame with char, which 
God himſelf had given of old to the liraclites, 
to prevent their defe&tion from Him, (in many 
places of the Book of Deuteronomy, viii. 1, 2, 18, 
Wc.) and which his Prophets were wont to 
give, in after times, as the fir{t ſtep to their re- 
covery , when they had revyolted from God 
their Saviour, xlvi. Fat. $, g. vi. Mic. 5. Who 
here calls upon his Church in like manner, to 
bring to remembrance, and think again and a- 
gain, till rhey had fixed it in their mind, what 

had received; and with what affetion allo 
they had embraced the Goſpel of God's: Grace 
(for that may be implied in the Particle: 2s how 
you have received and heard) as the only means 
to preferve them from lapſing farther into a 
worle condition, and loling that good. which. 
was ſtill remaining, bur ready to:dye among; 
them. This the Apoſtles afterward endeavour- 
ed with great care anddiligence, and promiſed 
as we read in St. Peter (2. 1. 12, 12, 5.) to: 
endeavour that afrer their deceale, they might 
have thoſe things in remembrance always, which they: 
had been tanght : Bur for want of the like di- 
ligence and watchfulneſs in the people (who 
<&d-not take tuch. heed as they ought to have 


done: 
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done to theſe admonitions) the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, in proceſs of time, was ſo adulterated, 
that a great part of the Church fell into that la- 
mentable apoſtaſie, which is foretold and de- 
{cribed in this Book of the Revelation : and which 
we ſee now fulfilled too plainly in the Church 
of Rome and thoſe of irs Communion. 

Which have ſo far degenerated from the 
primitive Chriſtianity ( ſuch is the miſchief 
of not reflefting perpetually, upon what was 
firſt delivered and received) that their Religi- 
on looks more like the old Paganiſm, revived in 
a new ſhape ; than that good old way of wor- 
{ſhipping God, which our Saviour taught, when 
He came to deſtroy the works of the Devil. 
And they were ſtill plunging themſelves fur- 
_ ther into ſuch groſs Superſtitions, as endanger 
ed the very Being of Chriſtianity, (by magni- 
fying the Bleſſed Virgin and St. Francis to ſuch a 
j ree, that. they were regarded more than 
Chriſt himſelf) that a Reformation became 
abſolutely neceflary ; and was generally deſired, 
as it. were caſte to ſhew, by men of the greateſt 
note, intheſe parts of Chriſtendome, for choiſe 
learning and piety. 

Nay, in that very Council, which they them- 
ſelves' packt to hinder the Reformation (that 
of Trent I mean) Ten ſeveral Kingdomes and 
States 
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States, delired both by their Ambaſſadors and 
Prelates, That the Cup in the holy Communion might 
be reſtored :to the people: from whom it had 
been ſactilegioully taken; | to the: manifeſt vio- 
lation of the Chriſtian Religion, which had 
inſticuted it in both kinds. And many prefled 
for Divine Service in a known tongue';. the want 
of which -was another-'palpable corruption, 
and ſhameleſs abuſe in the Roman Church. 
Which many deſired might be reformed in other 
Particulars :\ but nothing could be obtained 
from them who were reſolved to baffle all theſe 
pious endeayours. In order to which, they , 
rook fuch a courſe, that there were more Italian 

Biſhops in that Council, who would vote as 
they were direted (ſometime more by twenty, 
ſometime by an hundred) than there was of all the 

World; beſide. So thar, in effect, all thele Parts of 
Chriſtendom would have reformed, had not{ta- 
ly oppoſed it; and craftily combined by all man- 
ner of artifices to hinder theſe honeſt intentions. 

Which, bleſſed be God, prevailed norwith- 

ſtanding in this Church :: and were ſo-zealouſly 

and yet ſo prudently. proſecuted,: that we were 
happily purged, by the ſingular Grace of God 

to-,us,, from all: thoſe corruptions, which had 
infected the Body. of Religion; withour the 

lols of any part of 'that Truth, - which was an- 

K 


ciently 
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ciently and at firſt received. For when we re- 
formed, we did not. ſet up a-new Religion, as 
they falſely and foolifhly accule us; but only 
caſt out their novel -errours, and reduced all 
things to the ancient-Standard or Rule of Fairh, 
and Worſhip , which was. oxce delivered to the 
Saints 3 that. is, to:che:Qhurch of Chriſt. - As 
will appear by applying all this to our- felyes; 
and remembring you, as briefly as I can; what ic 
is, that we received, and have often ſince heard, 
to be: che true Dottrine .of Chriſtianiry, as it 
Rands teformed from the - corcuptions and abu- 
ſes of the Roman Church. . 

- 1, Which is no other.chan that, which the 
Church of Sargisand: all the reſt ac firſt received ; 
The fundamemal rr of our Religion be- 
ing this, Thatall thmgs neceſſary to be believed and 
wn for - obtat "ſabvates, are. contamed and 

wn Fe the holy Scriptures. A 

Lend *; which, as to matters of Faith, is 
drawn up inthe Apoltles Creed(as it is explain- 
ed by the famons Council of Nice) which com- 
prehends all things that are -npgrme to be be- 
leved, in arder to eternal life. - 

2. Yet we acknowledge that ut is not fuffici- 
ent, 25-you have often heard, to believe : but 
though our fir ſragene profeien! 'of Faith, accor- 
_ to: what is revealed inlthe- toly: Seripetes, 
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and comprehended in the Creed, da enter us 
into-the ſtate of. Juſtification 3 - yet the fruits of 
Faith in a godly life, are abſolutely neceſſary to 
continue us in'it. - For that very Faich which 
juſtifies us, -doth imply and include-in it a pur- 
pole, and is accompanied; with a: promiſe of 
holy obedience ; Which if it be not perfarmed, 
we cannot be accepted with God, norclaim the 
promiſe of eternal life. | 

This is another Principle , which -we have 
received, | 

3- And among the reſt of the duties which 
are required of us by our Faith, the holy Scri- 
ptures teach us this, as plainly as any whatſo- 
ever ; That Chriſtian People oughe to have a 
great regard to their Paſtors; the Guides and 
Conductors of their Souls in the way to Hea- 
ven : whoſe ſpiriryal authority over them is to 
be reverenced ; though not 3s infallible, yer as 
moſt yaluable ; not to be followed blindfotd, 
but fic to be conſulted on all occaſions, and 
moſt to be relied on in dubious cales. 

There is no -principle of the Reformation 
more undoubted than this ; That 2 Pilot is not 
more neceſſary in 2 Ship,, or 2 Shepherd to 
watch aver the: Flock, than ſuch IpiritualShep- 
herds and Guides are $0 teach, ' direct- and go- 
vern Chriſt's. Church; and-that: among other 


K 2 means 
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means and helps which Chriſtian people ſhould 
uſe to underſtand the Scriptures, the direCtion 
of their Guides is the chief. To whom it be- 
longs, as to receive men into the Church by 
Baptiſm, ſo, after they are_thus born again, to 
breed them up in their Religion, -as their ſpiritu- 
al Parents; to expound- and interpret to them 
the holy Writings ; and out of them to in- 
Ktruct the ignorant, convince Gainſayers, cor- 
re& the peoples miſtakes, reprove their fins, 
ſtir them up to all the Duties of a holy life, ſati(- 
fie the ſcrupulous, cenfure the contumacious, 
abſolve the penitent, and adminiſter comfort 
to dejected Spirits. 

The people indeed ought to examine, whe- 
ther the things they deliver out of the Scripture 
be ſo or no (as the Bereans did and are come 
mended for it, xvii. 4s) and conſcientiouſly 
to diſcern between truth and falſhood , be- 
tween the right faith and rule of life propound- 
ed to them by their Paſtors, and the poyſoned 
Doftrine of Hereticks and Deceivers : But they 
muſt not judge alone, without their dire&tion 
and guidance ; nor haſtily conclude their Tea- 
chers to be in the wrong ; nor raſhly diſſent 
from them and refuſe to follow their direction ; 
bur rather ſuſpect themſelves, and enquire fur- 
ther when. they think'they ought not to aſſent 


to 
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to them; and.in the iſſue, if the things they 
deliver be not plainly againſt the holy Scri- 
ptures, to ſuſpe& their own judgments, rather 
than contradi& thoſe, whom God, without all 
doubt , hath appointed to be their Inſtructors 
and Guides. 

By which principle we have quite ſhut our 
the Roman tyranny on one hand ; who would: 
lead the 'people blindfold, whereas we endea- 
vour to make them ſee, and require them to 0- 
pen their eyes, and ſhow them that wedo not 
miſlead them : and avoided alſo, on the other 
hand, the wild frantick liberty of thoſe, . who 
will not be led at all; but go alone, and-guide- 
themſelves by their own private judgment. As 
by the other principle allo (of ſticking to the 
Scriptures in all things neceflary to Meade) 
we haye cut off all the fond Traditions of the 
Roman Chutch (which they have equalled with 
the Scriptures) and yet have retained many 
things of ancient obſervation, which were not 
abſolutely neceſſary, but not ſinful ; for peace 
and decency ſake. Becaufe we would not ſeem 
to have undertaken the work of Reformation, 
out, of. any deſire of novelty : but merely. to 
diſcharge our duty to. God; in avoiding all 
things contrary to his Word, and ding all ac- 
cording to it. Which made our Relormers, 
; OF: 
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for the preſervation, as muchas was poſlible, of 
peace and unity (which the holy Scriptures fo 
much commend and enjoyn) to take great care, 
not to depart any further from any praCtice of 
the Church ; than it had departed from Chriſt 
the Founder of it, and from the holy Scriptures 
whereby it ought to have governed it ſelf. 

Thus I have, in as few words as I could, told 
you what it is that we have received. -From 
whence we may learn, both how happy we 
ſhould have been, had we always ſtuck to ir, 
and never deviated from it ; (ſo happy, that we 
ſhould neither have had the Diviſions that are a- 
mong us, nor any thing elle which we come 
this day to bewail) * And alſo how foully the 
| Roman Church hath prevaricated and departed 

from the ſimplicity 1 Chriſtian Religion ; 
Firſt, By adding many other Articles of Faith, to 
thoſe which were at firſt received and Second- 
ly, By forbidding the people to look into the 
wy Scriptures, which contain the foundation 
and rule of Chriſtian belief.. - 

Let me touch a little upon theſe two ; lea- 
ving the conſideration of our own condition 
cill afterward, my 

Firſt, 1 ſay, Ic is apparent they have highly 
offended God, and aVuſed his people , Wy. 


King a new Creed, and that contrary to a 
nawn 
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known Decree of the third General Council 
(chat at Epheſus) which they pretend to reve- 
rence. - For It ordained that it ſhould not be law- 
ful for any perſon to bring forth, write or compoſe, a- 
ny 0ther Faith than that which was defmed by the holy 
Fathers, gathered together in the Foly Ghoſt, at the 
City of Nice : and that whoſoever ſhould dare to com- 
poſe or offer another Faith, or propound it, to ſuch as 
were deſwous to be converted to the knowledge of the 
Truth, either from among the Gentiles, or the Jews, 
or from any Hereticks ; they ſhould, if they were 
Biſhops or Clerg y-men, be depoſed from their Office ; if 
Lay-men, be anathematiz'd. And yet they of Rome 
have not feared to violate this Decree, by ma- 
king anew Faith ; not in words merely, but ir 
| ſea : about the adoration of Ihnages, of Saints, of 
the Enchariſt ; and concerning the Authority of the 
Pope, the Doctrine of Purgatory; and the reſt of 
the Articles of the new Creed, preſumptuoul- 
ly made by the Council of "Trent. | 
Some of which are of fuch dangerons pra- 
Rice, that learned men among themſelves 
(Gerſon, Eſpencaus, and others) have confeſſed 
it, among the yulgar,-to be no les than tdolo- 
latrical : and others doubt not to adde rhat it is 
no better among the learned. And others 2- 
ain are fo far from being Articles of Faith, 
hat for ought' we can find in the Scriptures (or 


true 
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erue Antiquity) they are not ſo much as proba- 
ble opinions. For inſtance, the Authority of the 
Pope, and the Monarchy (as now they, fear not to 
call it) which he pretends 'to over the whole 

Church; is founded merely in pride and ambi- 
| tion; and as it was acquired, fo it hath been 
ſupported and enlarged (and is ſtill maintained) 
by rebellion , treaſon, murthering of Princes, wars, 
diſpenſmg ' with perjuries and inceſtuous_ marriages, 
ſpoils and robberies of Churches and Kingdoms, worldly 
craft and policy , force and falſhood, forgery, lying, 
diſſanulation and groſs hypocrifie ; as may eaſily be 
made good in eyery particular, to the fatisfaCti- 
on of all thoſe, who have not their eyes blind- 
ed by the God of this World. Who by ſuch 
villainies hath mightily diſgraced Chriſtianity : 
which for many Ages was wholly unacquaint- 
ed with any ſuch Faith. 

_ And there are allo common opinions. that 
paſs among them uncontradi&ted, as ſtrongly 
believed as any Article of Faith ; which, not- 
withſtanding their ſeeming zeal for good works, 
utterly overthrow any neceſſity of them. For 
it is the ayowed Doctrine of the greateſt Tea- 
chers in that Church, - That though a man live and 
dye without the praftice of. any Chriitian Vertue, and 
with the habit of many -damnable ſms unmortified-; 
yet if be have. forrow. for. fin, and jon. Confeſſion 


with 
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With it; and receive abſolutiqn in the laſt moment of his 
lfe,. be ſhall certainly be ſaved. . And accordingly 
we fee, that if the lewdeſt perſons among us 
will but be reconciled to the Roman Church 
on their death-bed ; they abuſe chem with the 
hope of (alvation : telling them there is'no (al- 
yation in our Church, though they were never 
lo good ; but in theirs there is, though they 
are never ſo bad. . Which is a clear demonſtra- 
tion, Thar all their diſcourſe about go0d' Works 
is a-mere ſhow ; and that Faith To among 
them is thought ſufficient to do the buſineſs; an 
that it is their Prieſts, not Ours, who teach men 
to rely-upon a naked-Faith, and preſume to'bs 
laved by it _ 
The cauſe of all: which is their negle& of 
the rule of Faith, the holy Scriptures ; | which 
are ſo much againſt-them,: that- they dare nor 
truſt the people: with them. © © FRED 
Secondly, Thar's the fecond thing I noted, as a 
manifeſt, declaration of the corruption” of- the 
Roman Church; that they will by no! means 
conſent the people ſhould look intothoſe Books, 
which-contain- the Do@trine at-firſt received ; 
but upon the ſevereſt penalties, forbid-{without 
a. ſpecial; Licence obtained) "their :peruſal' of 
them ; as if theſe were the moſt ſulpeed or: 
dangerous of all other Books;or as if it were _ 
L on 


lon the. people ſhauld. believe the Church; 
3m knowing what the ' Church. ought. to 
believe. | | 
*There is not a more evident: token of their 
guilt than:this, '. For that it is.done on purpoſe 
ro keep the people inignorance, nor to prelerve 
them within the bounds of ſobriety ( which 
may be done by other means). is apparent from. 
herice : thateven- thoſe ſele&t portions of Scri- 
pture, whichthey have choſen to be read in the- 
Church publickly ; they. will not let the. people 
hear in a linguage which: they. underſtand. 
For: which no.xeaſon can be alledged;: but that 
now. mentioned , they are. loth the: people 
ſhould be acquainted with any thing, that may- 
enlighten their eyes to lee the errors of: that 
Chairch. For- Latine Prayers indeed, wherein 
they ſpeak-ro God, they have this excute, Thar 
God underſtands all languages : but for Latine 
Ghapters of the Bible, wherein God "ſpeaks to 
men, there: is- nothing to be.faid.;. the-end of 
ſpeaking to others being'that we may betunder- 
ſtobd.. Why then ſhould God'be as a Barbari- 
ar-to: his people, ſpeaking -ro then in an un- 
known tongue ? ' And why ſhould thoſe: things 
which-in. other caſes wonld be held ridiculons; 
and*contrary- to comimon. ſenſe ; be eftcemed 
good and:convenient in Religion? ws - 
| oubt. 
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.doubt. ſuch things as: thele are the-ſport of che 
Devil: who hereby hath expoſed. Chriſtianity 
to {corn , 3nd both kepe.che people from being 
inſtructed Þy-God their Saviour, and delivered 
them 'up to be 'moſt grolly abuſed by evil 
men. 
\* For this miſchief is nor fingle, but bath 
'bred and brought forth another ; they having 
ſet up the device- of entertaining the people 
with Imges, which they call the Books of the 
Ignorant (and are the means of keeping them in 
ignorance} inſtead of the holy Scriptures, which 
are ableco make men wile to ſalyarion. 
| - For all which the holy and reverend Name 
of the Church, and its infallibility, is uſed for 
a colour. By which-they mean only the Ro- 
man Church : which being but a particular 
Church, not the univerſal, is become Judg in 
her own Caule : and maintains ſhe does well, 
nay cannot erre ; becaule ſhe ſays ſhe cannot do 
otherwiſe. There is noman, who will take the 
liberty to conſider, that can think this the way 
of ſalvation, ' Ne, it is the manifeſt method of 
periſhing without zemedy ; for any thing thae 
the people of that Church can know. For they, 
being taught ſimply to believe in the Church of 
Rome, and to depend wholly upon its authority, 
without any other enquiry, can never be fariſ- 
L 2 hed 
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Ged whether this Church , wherein they be» 


lieve, teaches the true and. pufe Dottrine of 
Chriſt Jeſus, the Lord and Spoule of the Church, 
For they are deprived of all means to-find this 
out ; being forbidden to look into the holy Scri- 
ptures, where Chrift hath delivered his mind 
unto us. All:the Faith therefore of the poor people of 
the Roman Church, is no other than a-bumane Faith ; 
being grounded wholly on the authority of men : and of all 
humane Teſtimony they rely upon the moſt uncertain, 
viz. that which they give of themſelves. For they 
believe their Church. to 'be good, ' merely be- 
cauſe She ſays fo: that is, make her judge in her 
own caſe, which is like to produce & moſt 

partial Judgmenr of all other: 

- 'But. it is time ta leave the- conſideration of 
their faults. in. this thing : and, as the duty of 
this Day requires, to refle& ſerioufly and: im- 

partially. upon eur own. Which we ſhall the 

better do, when I have zlittle opened the fecond 

general part of: my Text ;. wherein. we ſhall 

lee how happy we of this Church might have 

been ; if: we had beld faft-that which. we have 


t&ceived. 


I. 


For that follows, you ſee, in the Charge gj- 
ven tothe Church.of Sardis, Remember: what thou 
| haſt 
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haſt received and heard, and noLD raST; or 
keep to it ; obſerve it and take care to do accor- 
dingly : For that's the end of calling things to 
mind; that we may not depart from them, if 
they be of conſequence to onr happineſs. 

Such was the Doctrine at firſt delivered by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and (ro apply it whol- 
ly to our {elves)- fuch is that which we have 
received ; being the- very ſame, as you haye 
heard; with that ar firſt delivered Which we 
ought therefore to keep moſt ſacredly, and:to- 
ſtick to it ſtedfaſtly ; never, in the leaſt, warp 
ing from it; nor turning aſide, either to the 
right hand or to the left, from- the principles 
and rules of a Religion; which is ſo well ground: 
ed ; that it ſtands upon:the undoubred word of 
God: our Saviour. 

For, as I have ſhewnyou, theReligion whicki 
we have received and heard, is no other than 
what the holy Scriptures (which all acknowledg, 
to be the word' of Truth): teach us to belieye 
and praCtile. | 

And'is a Religion (or fincere, that ir teacheg 
the people to read the holy Scriptures ; becauſe 
it is not afraid they ſhould therein read its cor 
demnation :* And for that end'propounds the: 
Scriptures to them ir their own Language ; be- 


cauſe it is not in-the leaſt aſhamed- of. any thing 


u- 
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it. bids.them believe, nor unwilling to be laid 
ro that rule of righteoulnels, and examined 
by it. 

 . Religion alſo which, in reading the. holy 
Scriptures, bids the people content themlelves 
with that which they find there clearly and e- 
videatly . delivered (tor that it aſlures them is 
dufficient for their-falyation :) leaving things ob- 
cure for the-exerciſe of the. learned ; and things 
not drawn from thence, but from uncertain 
Traditions, or-private Inſpiration, to luperſtiti- 
-Qus and fantaſticalPerſons. - 
A Religion which doth not make Faith con- 
fiſt in ignorance, bur in knowledge : and yet to 
keep this knowledge within the bounds of ſo- 
briety, dire&ts and enjoyns all private perſons 
To- take heed to the publick Miniſtry of the 
Church ; and all publick Miniſters to ſtudy the 
Scriptures diligently, and to teach nothing to be reli- 
2iouſly held and believed (as one of our ancient Ca- 
P | nons is) but what is agreeable to 
cio 016 CO» the Doftrine of the Old and New 

- Teſtament, and which the Catholick- 

Eutbers, and the ancient Biſhops have colleed out of 
that very Doftrme. 

It is a Religion alſo, which doth not teach 
us to rely upon Faith alone; but preſles the ne- 
ceſſity of good works, far more than the Roman 

| Church 
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Church doth, whatſoever they falſely pretend : 
only it. teaches that God rewards all the good, 
we-do,. out of his ownfrec mercy, without any 
deſert. | 
And therefore, inſtead of framing and faſhi- 
oning Wood and Stone into the Images of-men; 
and ſetting them up for the people to worſhip; 
it exhorts men, by all means poſſible, to ſtudy ro- 
frame themſelves after the Image of. God in: 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs: and to conform: 
themſelves to thoſe excellent patterns of Vertue- 
which the Saints have left us for imitations 
Inſtead alſo of worſhipping the Sacrament, . 
irrreaches us to worſhip the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
in the holy and'reverend ule of the Sacrament :- 
not uſing it to make Jeſus Chriſt; bur-to ho-- 
nour Him; not to make His Body deſcend front 
Heaven to us, but to lift.up our hearts to Hin: 
ir Heaven ; not toturn the Bread and Wine in- 
to the-natural Body and Blood of Chriſt, but in- 
tothe ſpiritual nouriſhment of our Souls. For 
ir doth'not think char Ehriſt and rhe Devil borkr» 
entred into-Fidas together ; or that our Saviour 
did eat Himlelf; or hath ordered martrers ſogthar 
He may be-carried away by a Moule, andeaten: 
by his greateſtenemies. 
It teaches none of theſe or any ſach like ab-- 
furd.and incredible things ; nor doth itinerench+ 
| upon” 
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hn. _ 
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upon any .man's civil Rights. But though it 
bid men reverence and obey their ſpiritual Pa- 
ſtors, yer -doth not . place. any of them above 
Kings, nor exempt them from their juriſdidti- 
on; much leſs aſcribe a power to them of de- 
poſing them from their Thrones, giving away 
their Kingdoms, and expoſing them to be mur- 
thered (which the proud Biſhop of Rome chal- 
lenges) buthumbly and meeckly declares, as $* 
Paul doth, That every Soul (even the greateſt 
Apoſtle, as St. Chry/ſoſtome interprets him) mu 

be ſubjeft to the higher Powers. 158 

What ſhall Iſay more 2 It isa Religion which 
acknowledges no other ſupreme Head of the 
Church, but Jeſus Chriſt ; no other rule of Faith, 
but his Word ; no propitiatory Sacrifice, but his 
Death; no Purgatory, but - his Blood ; nor 
2ny merits, but his obedience to God in all 
things. 

A Religion therefore, which hath little of 
eutward pomp and ſhow; but much of in- 
ward ſubſtance, life and power :; which ordain- 
eth few Ceremonies, but miniſters abundant 
inſtructions and conſolations: which attributeth 
little ro diſtin&ion of meats, but preſcribes faſt- 
ing and abſtinence from all meats. whatſoever ; 
and that for an exerciſe of humility and other 
Chriſtian Vertues, without any opinion of me- 
rit or fatifaCtion. And 
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And.it may be added, That ic is a Religion 
to which the very Papiſts themſelves are indebt- 
ed ſeveral ways, for their eaſe from many bur- 
thens. Foritis our Religion, which hath quite 
{poiled the Trade that was driven by Idulgences 
which was ſo ſhameleſly exerciſed before the 
Reformation, thar Sellers of Pardons went, like 
Pedlars, from houſe to houſe ; and for half a 
Crown offered to ler any man have a remiſſion 
of all his ſins, and the delivery of a Soul out of 
Purgatory. Which was the thing that firſt . 
ſtirred up the juſt indignation of Luther ; to 
whole honeſt zeal they are beholden for delive- 
rance from that impoſture. They are not abu- 
ſed neither as formerly with new hing Miracles 
and Apparitions : which are ſeldom pretended 
now (thanks be to-our Religion for it) in com- 
pariſon with the many Aluffons of this kind in 
former times. They are free allo from being 
perpetually pillaged by divers grievous exattions, 
which their 36-1 in this Kingdom (I could 
ſhew you) complained of as inſupportable. 
Nor do their people run with Offerings from 
one Image to another, ſo faſt as they did be- 
fore qur Religion let them ſee their follies. To 
lay nothing of their Cruſado's and other things, 
which it is not eaſte for the Pope himſelf now 
:0 gull them withal. Which is co be put in- 

M tirely 


82 A Sermon preached on the 


tirely upon the account of our Religion : which 
hath opened many of their eyes to {ee-more er- 
rours among them, than they are willing to 
confels. 

Have we not reaſon then to hold faſt ſuch a 
Religion as this, ſo as neither to part with it, 
nor to depart from it? If truth had the fame 
power over the will that it hath over the un- 
derſtanding ; we could never ſuffer our ſelyes to 
be guilty of either. Nay, the Papiſts them- 
ſelves would condemn their own madneſs, for 
endeayouring to diſturb this Religion ; and ro 
bring back that authority hicher, which made 
fuch Fools of them. 

But alas! it is too notorious how little hold 
our Religion hath taken on our hearts. There 
being fo many who have revolted if not open- 
ly, yet in their hearts and affe&tions (we have 
r00 much reaſon to fear) unto the Romiſh delu- 
ſion. And others (I am afraid the moſt) who 
have retained what they received, only in part : 
bur let go a great deal of it; to the open 'diſ- 
grace, raanifeſ damage, and almoſt undoing of 
our Religion. 

Which is the thing I muſt now admoniſh 
you of; in the laſt part of my Diſcourſe upon 
theſe words : wherein our Saviour calls upon 
the Church of Sardis to REPENT, of their 

| not 
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not holding faſt (that is) what they had received. 
And fo mult I now call upon you with all ear- 
neſtneſs ; ir being the particular bulineſs of chis 
Day, and the only thing that can ſave us from 
periſhing in the Pit which is digged for us by 
our Romiſh Adverſaries, who have been long 
plotting (and now have almoſt effefted) our 
deſtruction. Yer I ſhall not expartiate through 
the whole DoCtrin of repentance : but confine 
my ſelf only to ſuch things, as relate to what 
hath been already ſpoken. 


In. 


You are not now to learn what it is to repent ; 
but only what it is you ſhould repent of : that 
is, be heartily ſorry & and amend. 

And this alſo is ſoon known ; if, in obedience 
to this admonition, you will but refle&t upon 
what you have received and heard : and then con- 
ſider what conformity your practice holds there- 
with. And here let me deal as plainly with 
you, as becomes my Office, and the ſolemn bu- 
lineſs of this Day, and the preſent diſtreſs of 
this Church and Kingdom : which ſhould awa- 
kenall men of ſenſe ro examine themſelves up- 
on theſe three Heads. | 

Firſt, What eſteem is remaining among us 
of the holy Scriptures ; in- which are contain- 
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ed, as you have heard, all our Religion. 

Secondly, What fruits our Faith hath brought 
forth : which the holy Scriprures tell us God 
expects from us ; and are ſo neceflary that we 
cannot be ſaved without them. 

Thirdly, more particularty, What the beha- 
viour of the people of this Church hath been, 
and is, towards the Paſtors and Guides of their 
fouls : with whom God hath principally intruſt- 
ed his holy Oracles. 


If all the Members of this Church, would 
thoroughly examine themſelves upon theſe 
Heads, they would find, I fear, too much mat- 


ter for Repentance. 
| : 


For the firſt of theſe, I ſhall omit the diſre- 
ſpe& (to uſe no harder word) of one whole 
Sect of men to the holy Scriptures (which they 
have in a manner laid aſide, and only accome 
modated the Phraſes of it, to that which they 
call the light within them) and touch upon ſuch 
things only as are common to all Parties among 
vs. In which, | 

1. We cannot but fear (and with grief of 
heart it ought to be ſpoken and conſidered) 
there are great numbers who have no yalue for 


the 
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the holy Scriptures at all : but have quite forſa- 
ken even Chriſtianity it ſelf, which is therein 
delivered ; fome the very belict of it, and 0- 
thers the profeflion. This is one of the fearful 
fins of this Age ; which cries for vengeance a- 
gainſt us: and hath encouraged this Plot to 
bring in Popery (that is, Hdolatry and Tyranny) a- 
mong us. Which durft never have ſhown their 
heads here again, if they had not been embold- 
ned by our Irreligion. And though now we 
ſeem to be ſtirred up to oppoſe them ; yet no 
Religion will be found an unequal match for 
ſome Religion : which though a very bad one, 
is better than none art all. 

2. And ſecondly, It cannot be denied that a- 
bundance of thoſe, who ſtill, bleſſed be God, 
believe the holy Scriptures, yet have loſt that 
high eſteem and affection which our pious An- 
ceſtors had for them. Or if they have any, ir 
doth not appear by their diligent reading of 
them ; which many have laid afide. Time 
was, when they were read and ſtudied witl 
oreat care and fervent deſire, in the beginning 
of the Reformation ; when every Body tha: 
could read, had them in their hands ; and ſom: 
had a great deal of them by heart, as the Jew 
now generally have the principal things in the 


Old Teſtament. Bur alas ! this ardour ſoon re- 
mitted : 
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Mmitred ; and now is in a manner extinct. 
 Muſculus, T remember, complains heavily of 
it, in his Preface to the Book of Geneſis, many 
years ago; and we are not grown better, bur 
- much worle, I fear, ſince his days. © And what 
© other caule, ſaith he, can we give for ir, but 
* this; That the greateſt part of thoſe who 
© lcemed to have given up themlelyes to the 
© Truth of God, bufied themſelves in the Scri- 
© ptures ; not that they might be better by 
© framing their lives according to that rule ; but 
* that they might be able to diſpute, and to 
© carp at the old errours and ſuperſtitions? And 
© ſo ſome ran into all manner of wickedneſs; 0- 
© thers lickt up their old vomit ; others leaving 
* the manifeſt Truth turned to new Sets, which 
* ſprang up ; and others became neutral, and 
© fell into perfect indifference : whereby they 
* were diſpoſed to receiveany Religion ; which 
© the great men of this World ſhould be pleaſed 
*roſert up, by their Authority. 

Which {ad Complaint, with much more that 
there follows, I wiſh we had no cauſe to renew 
in this Church : and had not loſt our firſt love 
to our Saviour, and to his holy Word. Which 
being diſgraced by the means forementioned, 
better people have been infefted with ſuch a 
negligence ; that few read the holy_ Scriptures, 
as 
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as they were wont heretofore to do: but live, 
as if they believed the Papiſts ſay true, Thar 
the reading of the Scriptures is the cauſe of all 
the miſchiefs that are befallen us. Nay, the 
publick reading of them in the Church, is not 
{o reverently regarded as formerly it was, and 
as it ought ro be. For there are thole that ne- 
ver mind what is read ; but look upon that as 
a vacant time to gaze about them ; or to whil- 
per and diſcourſe what they pleaſe one with a- 
nother. In times paſt, good people were 
wont to bring their Bibles along with them hi- 
ther : but that now is worn out of uſe, or fo lit- 
tle praftiſed, that it looks as if they were as 
much aſhamed of it, as to appear in an old fa- 
ſhion, which is held ridiculous. 

Let ſuch things therefore be amended, I be- 
ſeech you, if you mean to ſaye your Religion 
from being deſtroyed by our Romiſh Adverla- 
ries: whom we have highly gratified by theſe 
things, and invited to plot our ruine. Let all 
men among us become ſerious Believers ; and 
ſhew that they are, by reverencing and reading 
the holy Scriptures ; by frequenting the holy 
Aſſemblies, and there duly attending to them ; 
by growing truly more knowing in the ground 
and foundation of our Religion; and taking 


ſuch care to be acquainted with the Scriptures z 
that 
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that this may not be our condemnation, that 
they lay open before us, and were pur into our 
hands, in a Janguage we could underſtand ; 
and yet we delpiled them, or would not mind 


them. 
I. 


The miſchief of which is apparent ; For if 
we proceed to examine our lelyes upon the /e- 
- cond Head, we ſhall find a moſt lamentable ac- 
connt either of our ignorance, or negligence, 
or wilful diſobedience. For who doth not lee, 
that the Fruits of Faith are ſo much wanting, 
that we are in danger to periſh ; merely be- 
cauſe there is ſo little integrity, ſo little common 
honeſty remaining among us; but ſo much 
falleneſs, lewdnels, filthinels, and fottiſh debau- 
chery, as have made men ſo beyond meaſure 
dull and ſtupid, that it hath given our Adverſa- 
Ties hope, they were diſpoſed to receive any 
Religion. Nay, they who are better enclined, 
have been too carelefs in the Divine Service : 
too frozen in their Devotion ; and not ſolicitous 
enough in the mortifying their unruly affeftions 
and paſſions, in bridling their tongues, and ad- 
ding to their Faith all thoſe Graces, about which 
St. Peter requires us to give all diligence, 2 Pet. i. 5, 
£c. And yet the Grace of the Goſpel teaches 
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us ſo plainly how to walk and to pleaſe God ; that ic 
is a wonder every Body does not look upon a 
holy life, as the moſt neceſlary part of Chriſti- 
anity. - For nothing is there ſo earneſtly preſſed 
as this, which is moſt lacking among us : who 
live (as it follows there in St. Peter, ver. 9.) like 
blmd men, or (which is all one) that cannot ſee a- 
far off, (nothing ar a diſtance, but merely that 
which is held before their eyes) having forgotten 
that they were purged from their old ſins : do not 
refle&t, that is, upon what was done at their 
Baptiſm ; but (as if they were not able to look 
ſo far back) wallow in their filthineſs which 
then they ſolemnly renounced. 

Bur this is too large a Subject for a particu- 
lar Diſcourle ; and therefore I muſt leave it to 
your own private examination and ſearch; 
whether. you haye not relied too much (con- 
trary to what you have received and heard and 
profeſſed) upon a naked Faith, and the merits 
of our Saviour ; without that care which He 
requires, to make your Faith work by loveto 
God and to your Neighbours. And herethere 
are as many fins to berepented of, as there are 
Chriſtian- Duties to be practiſed; if we have 
been negligent in any of them. ' And if we will 
not amend, bur ſtill continue to be barren and 
wnfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ; 

N 
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with what realon do we expe& that He 
ſhould be pleaſed with an idle Faith, which 
doth us no good ? and not rather look for that 
doom, which was pronounced upon the empry 
Fig-Tree; Cut it down, Why cumbreth it the 
ground ? 


III. 


For the preventing of which dreadful Sen- 
rence, I muſt call you to repentance, for one 
moſt dangerous ſin, contrary to -our Faith and 
Chriſtian Profeſſion : which I fear roo many 
will find chemſelyes guilty of, it they will bur 
be at the pains to examine the ſtare of their 
fouls, upon the third Head, viz. The demeanour of 
the people, towards their ſpiritud at ct and Guides, 
in the way to falvationm. Towards whom there 
are a great many pious perlons, it muſt be 
thankfully acknowledged, whoſtill preſerve in 
their hearts and behaviour, that due regard, 
which Religion and reaſon require. Bur it 
muſt, on the other hand, be -bewailed, that 
there are vaſt numbers, among all ſorts of men, 
' who do not only ſleight them ; but have ſha- 
ken off the yoke of obedience to them. Which 
is the thing above all others, that hath made 
the Papiſts fo audacious ; and will certainly, if 
' it be not amended, bring in Popery art laſt a- 
mong us. . Be 
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Be not offended, I beſeech you, if in atime 
when. plain dealing is ſo neceſſary, and in a 
matter of fuch great conſequence (as I appre- 
hend it) I be fo bold as to tell you ; that there 
are thoſe who oppole hand ſo ſenſelelly, 
as well as arrogantly, to all ſpiritual Anthori- 
ty ; that chis Do@rine of obedience to it they 
call Popery. Which is a foul reproach to the 
Reformation ; an Apoſtaſie from its Principles ; 
and a caſting off the direCtion of the holy Scri- 
ptures: which require ſuch obedience as we 
preach. For we do not bid men follow any 
Guides, but ſuch as take God for their Guide : 
that is, guide themſelves and the people, by 
the Word of God. If we did go abour to hide 
that from the peoples eyes, and hinder them 
from reading it ; it would be an evident ſign that 
we knew our ſelyes to be reproved by the Scri- 
ptures ; and that inſtead of ſubmitting to that 
Rule, we would make our own authority to 
be the ſupreme Rule : which is the crime fd 
Roman Church. Butthere is no colour for any 
' ſuch charge to be laid againſt us ; who exhorr, 

who m_ people to be diligent in reading 
the holy Scriptures : only we deſire them, as 
the Scriptures themſelves do, that they would 
take along with them the aſſiſtance and direCti- 
on of thoſe, whom Chriſt hath appointed to 
guide their judgment, N22 Vit 
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- Without which diretion men may. eaſily 
ſee, if they pleale to read them, what a high 
crime it is to deſpiſe ; and much more to:revile 
and rail at their Authority. And yet ſome have 
proceeded thus far in their oppoſition to them : 
nay, deny they have any Authority at all. 
The wotul effe&ts of. which we lee, as in 0- 
ther things ſo, in the Divifions that are among 
us ; which have opened a Gap for Popery, and 
weall fear will bring it in. But. we will not lee, 
as we ought to do, that all thoſe Diviſions have 
. ſprung from this other Cauſe ; ' and ſtill are 
maintained and widened, by the general con- 
tempt of thoſe, whoſe Guidance ought to be 
religiouſly obſerved : which if we will not re- 
gard, as God commands us, we ſhall inevitably 
run our ſelyes out of our Religion. For our 
Diviſtons (which this Day we come to lament) 
we all confeſs will do the buſineſs, if they be 
not-cured. And of all the ways of Cure which 
are now thought of, we ſeem reſolved to wave 
the principal, -if not the only way, of Gods own 
preſcribing. The method of which-I ſhall. 
faichfully and plainly lay before you : that there- 
by you may judge what is like to become of us, 
if it be neglected. | 
We all grant, I believe, that the right means 
to avoid or to remedy Contentions and Diviſions 
11d. 
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in the Church, are as clearly fer down in the 
holy Scriptures, as any Rule of lite whatſoever. 
For otherwile,: they would: be extreamly deſe- 
five in that thing, which- is molt neceſlary, 
for the preſervation of the Religion which they 
teach. 

1. Now if you: ſearch the holy Scriptures, 
with never ſo little. diligence, you cannot bur 
obſerve there is a Duty frequently inculcated of 
reverence and obedience to- Chriſts Miniſters : 
which if the people will not pay, (according to 
the evident meaning of ſuch places, as I ſhall 
mention anon) it is impoſſible that the Society 
of the Church ſhould. be kept in unity ; bur 
muſt neceſlarily break in pieces, and be dil- 
ſolved. 

:- 2. We muſt add indeed, That the Miniſters 
of Chriſt ought allo to take ſpecial care, to be 
fach wiſe and faithful Stewards in Chriſts houſs 
hold ; that the people may be inclined with the 
greater forwardnels to obey their direCtions. 
| For which end their Duty is- no-leſs plainly, 
and amply ſet down in the holy Scriptures ; 
and ſuch extraordinary caution.is given by Saiat 
Paul about the admiſſion of perlons into holy 
Orders ; that were his directions lincerely fol- 
lowed, . and'did the people, as He enjoins, ad 
here unto them in hearty love and. eſteem- of 
995-16) them: 
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them for their works ſake ; there would be a 
marvellous encreaſe of Chriſtian knowledg and 
goodneſs, without that ſtrife and contention 
which now blaſts them both. 

3- Bur if Princes do not make ſuch good 
choice, asthey ought, of ſpiritual Governours ; 
orif thoſe ſpiritual Governours, by their negli- 
gence, ordairr worſe inferiour Miniſters : yer 
the Authority of ordering or reforming things, 
doth not, by devolution, come to the people ; 
nor will chis/ juftifie cheir diſobedience tothem. 
Bur their Chriſtian Dury is as manifeſt in this 
Caſe as in any other ; which lyes in theſe two 
things. Firſt, They ought to fall the more 
earneſtly ro their Prayers ; both for their King ; - 
and for all in authority under him, eſpecially 
their ſpiritual Paſtors. The Scripture enjoyns 
borh ; and the groſs negle& of both, is one 
cauſe things are no better among us. What o- 
ther-meaning is thete of thoſe words of the A- 
poſtle, 1 Tim. ii. 1, 2. 1 will that ſupplications, &c. 
be made for all men ; for Kings, and for all in Aw 
thority, that we- may lead a quiet and peaceable life, m 
all godlineſs and honeſty > And why doth the ſame 
Apoſtle frequently defire the Church would be 
helpine by Prayers for bim, (who needed them 
lels than we do) burtto teach all Chriſtians how 
earneſtly they ſhould recommend thoſe to Gods 
guidance, 
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guidance, who are to gnide them? Read 2 Cor. 
1-11. Vi Epbeſ. 19. and other places. 

And if they find that their prayers are inef- 
feftual ; there being no amendment in thoſe 
that ſhould take care of them ; their Duty (Se- 
condly) is to examine lerioully, and lay to heart 
the cauſe why they cannot prevail : and a little 
conſideration will teach chem, that, in all like- 
lihood, it proceeds from their own ſins, who 
deſerve no better Governoursand Paſtors. For 
(as the Prophet ſpeaks in the next Chapter to 
the ſecond Leflon for Evening Prayer, lix. [ſai. 1, 
2.) The Lord's hand is not ſhortened, that He cannot 
ſave ; neither his ear heavy, that He cannot hear : 
but your iniquities have ſeparated between you and your 
God ; and your fins bave hid his face from you, that 
He will not hear. And for what fins do you 
think, it is more probable, that God is angry 
with us-in this Natioa, and will not hear the 
prayers of this people ; than their diſeſteem of 
Chriſts Miniſters (even of the beſt of them) 
their contempt of their Office ; their pronenels 
to diſobedience ; nay their ſcurrility and ſcot- 
fiog atall ſpiritual Authority ; and ſuch like fins, 
expreſly forbidden in Gods holy Word ?. With 
which. this Church, alas! abounds a great deal 
more, than with ſupplications and prayers to 

God for them.. All are more forward to had 


{faulc 
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fault (if not-to rail and revile) than to beſeech 
God of his infinite mercy, to give thenr Paſtors 
after his own heart :* or to examine their:own 
"Conſciences how they have provoked God, by 
their unprofitablenels, at leaſt, - under the belt 
means of Grace that'He hath beſtowed upon 
them. 187/20 30 | | 
4. But let us ſuppoſe further, That the Go- 
vernours and Paſtors of the Church, are not on- 
ly negligent 3 but exceed the bounds of. their 
Authority, as it {ſeems to the people, by: en- 
joyning things which they take to be unlaw- 
tul : yer this will not warrant their contempt 
of their Authority, and their caſting off. all obe- 
dience to them. - But two things are to be 'con- 
{idered ; Whether they be certain the: Com- 
mands of their Governours are unlawful; or 
they only fear they are. In the firſt Caſe indeed, 
they ought not to-be @beyed in ſuch things; 
but by the peoples care to obey in all others, 
which they judge to be lawtal, they ought to 
demonſtrate that it is only reſpe&t to God, 
which makes them not comply in things which 
ſeem to them to be apparently unlawful. And 
ſo unity. in moſt things being preſerved, they 
will be the eaſter brought to ſee their errours, 
on one fide or: other. Bur in the other caſe; 
| when they are not certain the. things com- 
manded 


. 
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manded are unlawful (which is the common 
cauſe of all our Diviſions) but only ſuſpect 
them to be ſo; it ſeems to be reaſon that the 
people ſhould not dilobey a certain Command 
of God (which requires them to ſubmit to their 
Governours) when they are not certain there is 
a cauſe for their retuſal. The *moſt that:can 
be allowed them is, humbly to defire thoſe 
Laws may be altered ; or if the Rulers of the 
Church: (who are the proper Judges of ſuch 
matters) -cannot think it ſafe to make ſuch 'al- 
terations as are delired, then barely to ſuſpend 
their obedience, in what they fear is unlawful, 
till they can- be better fatished ; but fearin 

withal it may prove a fin not to obey, to ole 
all means for fatisfaftion : not abſolutely deny- 
ing obedience (much leſs reviling their Injun&ti- 
ons; or making violent wy 9 ro them ; 
which commonly ends in wreſting all authority 
out of their Paſtors hands) but merely not doing 
for the preſent what is enjoyned ; modeltly en- 
rreating their forbearance in ſuch matters ; or, 
if it cannot:be obtair:ed, peaceably and pati- 
ently ſubmitting to their cenſures. Which, 
ſure, would not be heavy upon ſuch humble, 
modeft, and truly conſcientious Chriſtians (if 

they ſhould, God would jude ſuch Governours 
for their unreaſonable ſeverity.) bur there 
| | O would 
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would rather be ways found but, to make up 
the difference, without taking, their Paſtors 
power from them, and governing themſelves 
as they pleaſe. For God, 1 am conhdent, would 
enlighten the one or the other ; to ſee either 
their errour in enjoyning, or in not obey- 
ing. . | 
5. And this that I have faid, is the leaſt that 
can be meant in ſuch places of Scripture as 
thefe, » Theſſ. v. 12, 13. We beſeech you, Bre- 
thren, to know (that is to love) themwhich labour 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and ad- 
moniſh you. Hitd to eſteem them bighly in love for 
their works ſake : and to be at peace among your 
ſelves. (Which they could not fail to be, as 
long as they kept cloſe to their ſpiritual Inftru- 
Etors and Governours.) And xiii. Heb. 17. 0- 
bey them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit 
your ſelves; for they watch for your ſouls, &c. 
And 1 Pet. v. 5. Likewiſe ye younger, ſubmit your 
ſelves unto the Elders. 

| Where ff obſerve the naine given to: the 
Paſtors of the Church, viz, Eders : which im- 
| Ports an Office and Authority in the langnage 
of all Nations :. and here in St. Peter implies (o 
high an Authority in the Rulers of the Church, 
that the Apoſtle ſuppoſes more danger of its 
growing too-imperieus, than of its being _ 
e 
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ed and diſobeyed. For he requires the Elders 
to feed (that is govern, as well as teach) the 
Flock of God , not as Lords of Gods beritage, but 
being enſamples to the Flock, ver. 2, 3. Which * 
Caution againſt domineering, and Lordmy it (as 
we ſpeak) had been idle; it che power of rhe 
Paſtors, and the obedience due and paid then 
to it, had nor been fo great, that it might ea- 
ſily grow extravagant : ſuch was the reverence 
they had to their Perſons, and deference to 
cheir Judgments, and ſubmiſſion to their Au- 
thority. 

For the word ſubmit you may obſerve fur- 
ther, is the very lame whereby he expreſſes (in 
the ſecond Chapter, ver. 13.) the obedience he 
would have them pive to Kings and thoſe in 
Authority under them. And therefore cannot 
ſignifie lefs, than that their diretions ought to 
be followed, and the Flock ruled by their Or- 
ders, in all things where Gad hath not ordered 
otherways ; on that they ſhould be afraid to 
offend them by diſobedience, and nwech more 
by ſhaking off ſubje&ion to them, and denying 
their Authority. 

6. Which includes in it a power of ordaining 
and conſtituting the manner of performing the 
Serviceof God according to His Word : which - 
requires that all things be done decently and in order, 
O 2 1 Cor. 
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1. Cor. xiv. 40. The things themlſelyes to be 
done (which that place {peaks of) are many of. 
them ſpecified in that very Chapter ; and the 

* reſt in other parts of the holy Scripture : burthe 
decent manner, form and order how they ſhall 
be done is no where particularly defined there. 
And therefore, though by virtue of this Precept 
no Body hath power to form new Articles 
of Faith, new Obje&s of Worſhip, new. Sa- 
craments, Cc. (wherein the Church of Rome 
hath abuſed her power) yet the ſubſtance of 
Religion being thus preſcribed in His Word, 
the order, diſpoſition, form and manner of. do- 
ing the Duties. of Religion, is left hereby to be 
determined by the _— of the Governours 
of the Church, according to.the general Rules 
of the holy Scripture. Which they cannot in- 
deed enact into Laws, binding by civil penal- 
ties; yet- no Chriſtian Magiſtrate (tro whom 
that power belongs) ever denied them a dire- 
&ive.power in making Rules for the Govern- 
ment. of the Church, or at any time made them 
without them ; but always took their advice 
in ſuch matters. For who ſo well able to tell, 
as they, what is moſt conſonant to the Scri- 
ptures, profitable for their Flock, and agreea-. 
ble to what hath been practiſed in the Church 
of God. Which always taught (and it is as 

undoubted. 
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undoubted a. principle: of the Reformation as 
any other). That where the boly Scriptures have 
not given particular directions for the decent 
performance of the Duties, they call for (as i” 
was impoſſible they ſhould for all Caſes, Timcs 
and Countries) there the Miniſters of Chriſt, 
whom the holy. Scriptures appoint to be the* 
Governours of His Church, are to draw up' 
Orders and Rules, agreeable to the general 
Rule, which the people ought to obſlerye. 

And it is very reaſonable to interpret the .: 
place of the Apoſtle before mentioned, in this 
manner, Let all. things be done, firſt , £9 3,nyvas, 
decently, or honeſtly ; after a comely beſceming; 
faſhion ;- with ſuch Rites as will procure venera= 
tion to holy things, at leaſt ſecure the ſervice 
of God from contempr, and promote devori- 
on in the people :/ and the way to have things 
done with ſuch gravity, as this word imports, 
s next to do them x7 mTw;w, according t9 order ; 
or by the deliberate appointment of chole, 
who have - authority to ordain ſuch Ries, :as 
will become holy actions. An example of which 
we have in that yery Chapter, ver. 32. where 
even ſuch as had extraordinary ſpiritual gilts,. 
are required to ſubmit to this Order. For the 
Spirits of the Prophets, he faith, are ſubjet to the 
Prophets. Thar is, there was ſuch a ſubordina- 

cmion 
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tion in that Order of men ; that when one 
was propheſying, he was to ceaſe, if a fuperi- 
or Prophet commanded him ſilence. 

Which, among other places of Scripture, 
might ſilence thoſe, whoqueſtionthe authority ' 
of the preſent Governours of our Church ; be- 
cauſe of their ſuperiority over other Miniſters. 

Or it might be ſufficient ro make them modeſt 
in this thing, to ſay only this ; That Chriſt ſure 
did not leave His Church without. a Govern- 
-ment, (which had been to leave no Church) 
-and that it is incredible the whole Church, Pa- 
MNors and people ſhould agree to change His 
Government (without any contradiction that 
we can find) into this which we have, if this 
be not it which He left. And that I think 
hath been as little (nay leſs) queſtioned, as 
any Point of Chriſtianity : which muſt needs 
weigh much with all conſiderate minds. 

7. Who likewiſe cannot but grant , that 
things being thus ordered and appointed by 
the Authority of Chriſts Miniſters; thoſe Con- 
NKicurions, in all reaſon, ought to be obeyed 
by thoſe who are ſubje&t to them ; and not 
left ar liberty whether the people will obſerve 
them or no. 

This is moſt judiciouſly handled by M* Cal- 
vin, in the Tenth Chapter of the Fourth Book of 

| i his 
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his Inſtitutions ; which is well worth the read- 
ing by _ Body : particulatly from the 25" 
Seftion to the end. Where he bids thoſe who 
gainſay this and make oppolition to it, conſi- 
der how they will approve their moroſeneſs to God. 
For us it is fafficient, that we have no ſuch cuſtom of 
contending, neither the Churches of God. 

8. If we bereally deſirous then to make peace 
and reſtoreunity in the Church (which is now 
fo neceſfary that we are undone without it) this 
35 the firſt thing wherein we ought all to unite, 
in repentmg of the breach which hath been made a- 
mong us ; by flighting our Guides ; by caſting 
off the Government of the Rulers of the Church, 
and deſpiſing, nay reviling their Orders. 

I know how difficnlr it is to petſiwade men 
to this, becauſe they throw the guilt off from 
themſelves, and ſo confidently lay it all npon 
their Governours ; that it is now gefterally ta- 
ken for granted, withorit any doubr, they ate 
in faulc, not the people who onght to ſubmic 
to thern. Bur a very little humility and mo- 
deſty (nor to fay cortitmon feaſe) might reach 
ns to make the Grcebile preſumprion on the 
fide of Authority : and dilpoſe the people to 
think, it is more likely that they are miftaken, 
than their Guides. Who otight indeed ro have 
nothing fo mnch in thei thoughts, as how « 
| 0 
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do ſervice to Chriſt, honour to his Religion, 
good to fouls, by promoting lincere piety ; and 
it they have been negligent in this, deeply to 
humble themſelves betore God, and ſtudy to be 
cnlamples to-the Flock of ſerious Repentance ; 
- Butt they fail in this, 'I am1ure the people can 
never give a good account of their throwing off 
the yoke of obedience to them, ſpurning at 
cheir Authority, and ſeparating from Commu- 
nion with them. The miſchievous effe&ts of 
which, if nothing elſe, one would think, ſhould 
be ſufficient ro move them to Repentance. 
That is, Firſt, To be heartily ſorry for the 
breach they have made ; and reflect upon it as 
the original of all our miſeries. And then be- 
leech God moſt earneſtly to forgive it ; eſpeci- 
ally that open jeſting, nay ſcofing (which hath 
been ſo rife among us) at all ſpiritual Authori- 
ty. Which, inthe next place, let every one of 
us {ſeriouſly acknowledge, and reſolve to reve- 
rence, ſoas to be adviled by them ; and take 
great heed to their Counlels and Reſolutions ; 
to weigh them conkiderately ;. and not lightly 
and haſtily ro. depart from them ; much leſs 
riſe up in oppoſition to' them ; but when you 
are forced by Gods Command (as you think) 
tro decline obedience in any particular injunCti- 
on, to be.the more careful in obſerving = 
reſt, 
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reſt, againſt which you have no exception : 
and ſtill co reverence heir Perſons and their Au- 
thority,  when-you-cannot obſerve their Com: 
mands, to ſpeak well of them, and peaceably 
to diflent from them ; remembring thar if they 
be liable to miſtake, you are __ more : and 
therefore ought not to be wiſe m your own conceit : 
but .to- think ſoberly of- your ſelves, as you ought to 
think. 

- 9. This isthe way of peace, which we have 
received from Chriſt and his Apoſtles -(-and 'I 
might add all ſacceeding Paſtors in the Church) 
of which chought-good to remember you 5 and 
to: call you to. repentance for departing from it ; 
and'to exhortall people to return into it : as the 
only:means of our pteſeryation ;/ and'of making} 
the preaching of the Goſpel (if God pleaſes to 
continue it) effe&tual for our reformation- and 
amendment,.in'allother things tharare amils a- 
mong us: . 'Foras no Kingdom'cani ſtand with- 
out Religion; ſo-no: Religion can ſtand long 
(no not this excellenc Religion, which we have' 
received; and I haye briefly deſcribed) without 
adiceſteem of andregard to its Miniſters. In 
obedience. to: whom, eyen- they who cannot 
comply with all publick Orders, . will find more 
true comfort,: and-moretayout* alſo with God 
and men, :than'in any-other way whatſoever. 

| Bur 
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- Bur have 5. the:wpiſehich, that it'ische cot 
mon. efrour, of Mankind, to ek thas far off; 
hand, wiihia.them, even in their beart and in 
theis moueh. tf they. wonld: be: bur Doers 
of His Ward, 2nd nog Hearars only: They 
huyat:up.and down for. remedies.of their Diftra- 
Rions.z, but will: got roind! che obvious: Cure, 
which is laid before them by God himſelf in his 
holy; Scriptures Where it ſhines: clearly. e- 
nough,jit_mene paſſions did.nac;ectip@ infrom 
— ye wy m__ and violent, 
Wat 1K 18, a 1} appindls, it any: perſon, 
inchjs tyrbulengAge,. candee-che Divine Truth 
hinaſelf,, in; Roints af greatelh moment: 'Bucr 
to, cauſe achers tofecir; | is.acmartev of ſuch'dif- 
&culcy; that; thare: is; ſmall; hope of it: whilſt 
they lufſer:theij; foul: afſeRtionsand:paſions:(like 
a ſteam from-agreat:tmany Diinghils)-roiover-. 
caſt;the- face of--leayen, - whence light: ſhould: 
come ipte their ſquls;;i and; ewaparate: that in-- 
ward filch;which is lodged imtheirhearts, inca-; 
buſiye, Jangyiage.,. a9, tf: were: on-purpoſe- to: 
choke. the gaod Spinttaf God; which: breathes. 
in-others mouths, whoſe breaſts God hath-inſpi- 
ted-withliis;Grags. 
zo. Bur this muſt natdiſcaurageGods Mints 
Rers, nor-hinderthem fram.aſlerting their: Au» 
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thority : which is to rule the people, and notto 
be ruled by them. To which courle if we will 
not ſubmit (when God himſelf fo plainly di- 
rects to it) all the ways which humane policy 
can inyent, will prove ineffeftuat ; and never 
make a laſting union and peace among us : if 
they make any ar all. Bur afzer. mens ill affe- 

&ions (which they will not root out) havebeen 

laid aſleep and ſupprefled for a time ; they will 

awake and break out again with the greater vis 

olence, and make worte diſorders: till with the 

contempt of the Miniſters of Religion, our 

Religion it ſelf be brought into ſach contempt ; 

that, as a puniſhment for our diſobedience to 

juſt Aurhoricy , we fall under the tyranhy of 
thoſe, who will ule no moderation. 

That's the heavy Judgment (I told you in 
my laſt Faft-Sertnon) threatned befote the late 
Wars, by 2 great and holy Divine of this Church 
(ſome of whoſe words I have uſed now and ther 
in this Diſcourſe) for this fin of diſobedience 
unto and contempt of, all Ecclefiaſtical Aurho- 
rity. And whether this {11 be nor encreafed 
and grown more audacious ſince that time (and 
conſequently our danger greater) I leave you to 
' Cconfiderand jadge. Only let me tell you, Fhat 
they who ſtand divided from us, complain of 
it as well as we, finding to their- ſhame and 

| P 3 grief 
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grief (as an eminent man among them expreſles 
* Mr. Baxjey  1t-F) that we are endangered by Dis 
Sacril. deſert. Viſtons, principally becauſe the ſelf-con- 
P-103:C% ceited part of the religious people, will 
not be ruled by thetr Paſtors; but muſt bave theix 
way, and wil: needs ' be Rulers. of the Church and 
them. The effe& of which. he tells. them is 
this ; You have made more Papiſts, than- ever. you os 
Te are-like. to recover. . It is you that tempt them to 
uſe Fire and Eaggot 3 that will not be ruled nor kept in 
concord, by the wiſeſt. and bolieſt and moſt ſelf-denying 
Mamiſters upon Earth. | 
Which is an ingenuous. Confeſſion of the 
guilt and the danger; wo have all run our ſelves 
into by this fin : and that though-all the blame 
is now laid at the door of the Rulers of this 
Church, yer it is ſo unjuſt a Charge ; that were 
they in all points ſuch as thoſe that accule them, 
there would be no end of our troubles and con- 
fuſions;- unleſs the people, even they that think 
themſelyes moſt religious, will grow leſs con- 
ceited, and ſubmit to be rulted by their-proper 
Governours. It hath been ſaid indeed, that they 
do follow ſuch Guides, as they think fit-to lead 
them :- but here is one that contradicts it ; : and 
complains of their unrulineſs. And-beſides, I 
muſt add, that ſnch Guides ought not-to be 
followed, as. will. not ſubmit-to be governed 
' 


late Faft,” Decein. xxii. 1680. r0g 
by their Superiours : there being nothing, as [ 
ſaid before, ſo little diſputed in the Chriſtian 
Religion, as the Authority which the Biſhops 
exerciſe oyer the Presbyters in» the Church. 
And if they will not ſo much as give us leave to 
tell chem of this, without incurring their cen- | 
fure, nor- patiently bear with choſe reproofs 
which we think neceſlary.; it.is impoſſible they 
ſhould repent of this fin, and then our deſtru- 
ion is unavoidable. 


This part of my Diſcourſe indeed-may ſeem 
unneceſlary, in-an audience where I hope all of 
you are bertrer affe&ed : but ic hath its uſe even 
among ſuch, as bold-faſt - what they have : received 
#14 beard concerning. this Duty. Who ſhould 
| endeayour by their brotherly reproofs and pru- 
"dent admonitions, to ſtop the progrels ofthis 
Diſeaſe, in-thoſe whom they find infected with 
it. Defire them to conſider things calmly, and 
to ſtudy this part of their Chriſtian Duty. Pray 
them not to be ſo paſſionately bent againſt the 
means of. their ſafery : Andthatthey -would at 
leaſt hear, what Chriſts Miniſters can ſay for 
themſelyes and the Authority he hath left then. 
Tell chem, it is impoſſible any: wound ſhould 
be healed, while the inflammation continues: 


And that as when..a houſe is on fire they thax 
ſpeak. 
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{peak and give the belt advice cannot be heard, 
by reaton of the noile and cries of thoſe who 
are gathered abour it ; fo we {hall never under- 
frand one another as long as we are clamorous ; 
nay have our minds violently inflamed with ran- 
cour and hatred, even againlt chole that would 
cure us of it. The ſtudy .of Gods truth re- 
quires 2 quiet and peaceable Spirit ; which deli- 
berates and weighs things, without carping at 
perſons : and doth not preſeatly conclude we 
plead our own private intereſt, when we plead 
the Caule of Chrifts Miniſters. Who do not 
merely bear teſtimony to themſelves, as they of 
the Chnrch of Rome do; but appeal to the holy 
Scriptures, where theſe things are as plainly de- 
livered, as any part of Chriſtian Religion. 


. 


God of his infinite mercy touch eyery heart 
in this Nation, with a ſenſe of them ; that we 
may not ſhur our eyes agaiaſt the things thar 
belong to our peace; nor whike we endeavour 
anunion, make the moſt dangerons rent that e- 
ver was: Bur all ſotruly repent of this fin, that 
it may be a happy ſtep tothe reforming all o- 
ther, that have ſprung from this. Then we 
need not fear any evil that the Devil or man can 
plot againſt us : but while we walk in that god- 
ly order, which Chriſt hath appointed (the 

people 
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people being ruled by their Guides, and their 
Guides ruled by God) may triumphantly ſay 
(as it is in one of the Pſalms appointed for this 
Day, xlvi.) We will not fear though the Earth be re- 
moved, and though the Mountains be carried into the 
midſt of the Sea (though tumults and hurlibur- 
lies ſhould ariſe, we will not be afraid, for) 
God is in the midſt of this Church, She ſhall 
not be moved: God ſhall help hex, and that right 
early. Amen. 


